Fourth Annual Cordley PTA Science Fair and Family Science Night
Thursday, January 31st, 2019 from 6-7pm in the multipurpose room
The Cordley Science Fair is a fun event to give students in K-5th grade a chance to share their
love of science. All entries welcome – traditional, demonstrations, biographies or explain a cool
science fact. Students will need to prepare projects on their own time, outside of the school day.
Entries received by the due date will receive a Cordley Hawk science ribbon. All Cordley
families are invited to join us for fun activities at Family Science Night.
·
·
·
·
·

Bring projects to classrooms in the morning, students move projects to the
multipurpose room at the end of the school day, or bring projects from 4-6pm
Public viewing of displays, judging, and complementary snacks from 6-7pm
Kids will be interviewed briefly by judges between 6-7pm
Fun science activities for families with the KU Chem Club
Please pick up projects at 7pm

An information packet with guidelines is available on the school website.
www.usd497.org/cordley. Information about regional science fairs for 4th and 5th graders is
available from Darcy Kraus, DKraus@usd497.org.
Questions? Please email Kristi Kamm, kristinkamm@hotmail.com
Thank you for helping make the Cordley PTA Science Fair a success!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cordley Science Fair Entry Form - Please return to school by January 23rd
Student’s name ______________________________________
If this is a group project with up to two other students, please list the other students in
the group__________________________________________________________
Parent’s signature:

________________________________________

Teacher and grade: ________________________________________________
Type of project: (check one)

_______Physical Science

________Life Science

Project title: ___________________________________________________
Brief description of project:
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Entry forms are for planning purposes only. Late entries will be accepted. Only entries
received by the due date will receive a Cordley Hawk science ribbon.

Cordley Science Fair Information
Thank you for your interest in doing a science project this year! This science fair is about having
fun and encouraging students to participate or share what they find fascinating about science.
Our judges will review the exhibits and provide written positive feedback and suggestions for
each one. Participation in the District Science Fair is encouraged (for grades 4 and above) –
dates and guidelines are posted at www.usd497.org.
Students may participate by completing one of the following projects:
1. Traditional Science Experiment
2. Project
3. Demonstration
4. Career
5. Biography
Traditional Science Experiment
This is the only kind of project can be entered into the District Science Fair. There are two types
of traditional science experiments. Please visit http://www.usd497.org for more information.
1. Descriptive Study - the student collects data in situations in which he/she has not used a
treatment intended to change the results of the study. FOR EXAMPLE: Pat kept records of the
number of different colors of birds that came to the yard on Saturdays between 8:00 and 10:00
A.M. and between 3:00 and 5:00 P.M. Then Pat looked for patterns in these records. This was a
descriptive study.
2. Experimental Study - the student uses a treatment intended to change the results of the
study. That is, the student changes one variable (independent variable) in some way to see if it
will influence the way something behaves, grows, performs, lasts, etc. (dependent variable).
FOR EXAMPLE: If Pat (see above) placed bird seed in the yard during the first and third parts of
her study, then removed it for the second and fourth parts of her study, then she would have run
an experimental study. Her treatment would have been the presence or absence of bird seed in
the yard. (www.dcsf.lawrence.ks.us)
Project
A Science “project” can take many forms. One is to make a model of something. You might
make a model of the solar system, a car’s transmission, or even a stalk of corn. Be sure to
include all the major parts. Label them and give important details. You could make your model
from a store bought kit or use clay, construction paper or recycled items. Your model needs to
be attractive and informational. Another type of project is a collection. Examples – a leaf
collection, rock collection, bug collection. Just make sure your collection relates to science.
Label your collection and give details. Your collection should be attractive and informational. A
third type of project is a poster. It looks a lot like a model except it is not 3-D. An example of a
poster would be to make a poster about horses where you show a diagram of a horse skeleton
and internal organs. One last type of project would be a mobile. This is a model that hangs from
the ceiling with balancing parts.
Demonstration
A demonstration shows and explains a “cool” science fact. No demonstrations with dangerous
materials or fire are allowed. Maybe you want to show that air has weight or how to make an
electromagnet. You need to research the science behind your demonstration and insert a few
interesting details. It helps to have a poster to go along with your demonstration.

Career
There are so many exciting careers in the field of science. You can explore one of them to share
with students at the fair. Tell why you chose this career, what level of education is required to
pursue the career and describe a normal day at work for this career. You can show pictures or
props of equipment used in this career.
Biography
You can present a “living” biography of a scientist. As you research your scientist find out how
long ago and where he/she lived. What else was going on in the world at the time your scientist
was working? Was there a war going on, were there other important discoveries being
made….etc.. Was your scientist famous or remembered? Did your scientists win any awards?
Websites for project ideas:
www.education.com/science-fair/elementary-school/
www.sciencefair-projects.org
www.sciencebuddies.org
www.all-science-fair-projects.com
www.sciencebob.com

