
Appreciation of Literature Course Syllabus 
Lawrence Free State High School 

2018-19 School Year 
 
Instructor:  Mr. G. Bonsignore (room 215) 
Phone #:  785-330-2384 
E-Mail:  gbonsign@usd497.org 
Website:  http://www.usd497.org/Page/7768  
 
Curriculum: 
 

This course will employ a personalized learning approach, making use of flipped lessons, 
digital content, and online instruction that gives students some control over the time, place, 
path, and/or pace of learning. For additional information about USD 497’s Personalized 
Learning initiative, go to http://www.usd497.org/Page/5370.  

 
Primary Texts: 
 

• A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare (play) 
• To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee (novel) 
• The Book Thief, Markus Zusak (historical fiction) 

 
Required Materials:   
 

• MacBook (provided) 
• A folder to organize handouts 
• Writing utensil  
• The primary text we’re currently reading 
• Headphones  

 
Extra help: 
 

I am available every weekday until 5 p.m. to respond electronically to student questions (over 
e-mail). I am also in room 215 before and after school for at least 20 minutes. 
 

Classwork/Homework: 
 

In order to achieve mastery of learning standards, students must be working daily, both in 
and out of class. The teacher will make weekly checks for progress but the responsibility for 
completing and turning in assignments belongs to the student. No late work will be accepted 
past the end date of the unit. 
 

 
 
 
 



Teacher Policies/Expectation for the Classroom Environment: 
 

• Simple snacks and drinks that close tightly will be permitted but the expectation is that 
students will not leave crumbs, stickiness, or other messes. This policy is subject to 
revision at teacher discretion.  

• Personal electronic devices that are not laptops (e.g., cell phones, Apple Watches, etc.) 
must be turned off and out of sight from the beginning until the end of class. 

First violation=Given to teacher, returned at end of class 
Second violation=Given to teacher, returned at end of school day 
Third violation=Must be retrieved from an administrator 
NOTE—violations are per semester 

 
Grading: 
 

A letter grade will be assigned based on mastery of learning standards. Checklists and rubrics 
for determining mastery are available in Google Classroom and will be explicitly discussed 
with students. Students will complete periodic reflections on growth and new skills acquired 
and will have the opportunity to conference with the teacher to set goals and present evidence 
of mastery. Weighting will be as follows: Standards-Based Points=92% (there will be no 
difference between a quiz point, a project point, a homework point, etc. A point is a point); 
Learner Behaviors=8% (earned by coming to class on time, having materials out when the 
bell rings, having a charged laptop, closing laptop when teacher begins instruction, using 
laptop for academic purposes during work time, making use of resources and strategies when 
stuck, staying focused on assignments and using time appropriately, making use of teacher 
feedback, staying committed when things get challenging, and putting away personal devices 
(i.e., cell phones without a reminder) 

 
Academic Misconduct/Plagiarism: 
 

All forms of academic misconduct are prohibited. A student who engages in any form of 
academic misconduct will be subject to the loss of credit for the work in question. 
However, students may redo the assignment for a maximum of 59%. Academic 
misconduct includes, but is not limited to: 
• Cheating  
• Plagiarism 
• Knowingly permitting another student to plagiarize or cheat from one's work 
 
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following: 
• The direct copying of any source without proper acknowledgement that it is someone 

else's work. 
• Copying of any source in whole or in part with only minor changes in wording or 

syntax even with acknowledgement that it is someone else’s work. 
• The paraphrasing of another's work or ideas without proper acknowledgement. 

  



Unit/ 
Dates 

Theme/ 
Essential 
Question 

Primary/Secondary Texts Strategy/ 
Standards Focus 

Project-
Based 
Learning/ 
Performance 
Task 

A: 1/8-
1/25 (10 
sessions-
3 weeks) 

Mindfulness 
and Mental 
Clarity 
 
What is the 
importance of 
disconnecting 
from our 
devices? 

Selected contemporary 
informational articles 
 

Mindset, Learner 
Behaviors, and The 
Brain 

Common 
assessment 
(multiple choice and 
short essay) 

B: 1/28-
2/21 (15 
sessions/
4 weeks) 
 
 

Humor and 
Love 
 
What happens 
when love gets in 
the way of 
friendship? 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Shakespeare (play) 

Dennotative/ 
Connotatve vocabulary 
work; RI/RL.9-10.4-6: 
Craft and Structure 

Construct a 
contemporary 
retelling of a 
scene from the 
play and publish 
it digitally. 

C 2/25-
3/29 (14 
sessions/
4 weeks) 
 
NOTE—
quarter ends 
on 2/28 

Genre Study 
 
What are the 
qualities of 
effective 
podcasts? 

Selected literary and scientific 
podcasts 

W.9-10.7: Conduct short 
as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question or solve a 
problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, 
demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 

Produce a 
podcast episode 
to inform 
listeners about 
an essential 
aspect of a 
community you 
belong to and 
publish it 
digitally. 

D: 4/1-
4/26 (15 
sessions/
4 weeks) 
 
 

Inequality 
 
What is the role 
of “whiteness” in 
our society? 

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper 
Lee (novel) 
 

W.9-10.1: Write 
arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or 
texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence.  

Publish a literary 
essay based on 
theme and craft 
and publish 
digitally.  

J: 4/29-
5/21 (14 
sessions/
3 weeks) 

Resistance 
 
What power does 
the written word 
hold? 

The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 
(historical fiction) 
 

SL.9-10.1: Initiate and 
participate effectively in 
a range of collaborative 
discussions with diverse 
partners on grades 9-10 
topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their 
own clearly and 
persuasively. 

Research a 
period in time in 
order to 
participate in a 
series of Socratic 
seminars. 



January 8, 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
Welcome to the new year!!! I hope you and your student enjoyed the winter break. I will be 
instructing your student this semester in his or her English class, and we have much to be excited 
about! Allow me to take this opportunity to invite your support and participation in your 
student’s learning.  
 
Please take a few minutes to review these course expectations with your student. They contain 
my policies, some of what we’ll be reading, and a breakdown of how your student will be 
earning his/her grade.   
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you might have, or to bring to my 
attention any special needs you’d like me to address. I look forward to working with you and 
hope to see you on conference days. 
 

Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 

Greg Bonsignore 
NBCT/Reading Specialist 

English Department 
Lawrence Free State High School 

Lawrence, KS 66049 
785-330-2384 

GBonsign@usd497.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Acknowledgement of receipt and review of syllabus 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature                                                                                                     Date 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature & Daytime phone #                                                       Date 


