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Nutrition lessons make up a large part of the
Farm 2 School programming in Lawrence Public
Schools. Thanks to a Kansas State Department of
Education Serving Up “MyPlate” Grant, about
900 third-graders participated in cooking lessons
this year. The students baked “Monster Muffins,”
sweetening their results by substituting the natural
sugars in applesauce, maple syrup, and bananas for
processed sugars.

Students applied reading, math, health, and
science skills through a hands-on, authentic
learning experience. They learned the importance
of fueling their bodies with healthy food. They read
food labels and a recipe, followed instructions,
used fractions, measured ingredients, understood
how ingredients interact, baked the muffins, and,
of course, enjoyed eating the treats!

Applied activities, such as a cooking lesson,
help to solidify the development of concepts taught
in the classroom. Lawrence Public Schools “keep
it real” for students by bringing relevance to the
curriculum through a project-based approach like
this one. Take, for example, the “old-school” model
of students passively memorizing facts and reciting
them out of context. That approach no longer
sufficiently prepares students for college, careers,
and life in a rapidly changing world.

The new Kansas Education Systems
Accreditation (KESA) model provides “The
Five Rs” framework: Relationships, Relevance,
Responsive Culture, Rigor, and Results. Focusing on
Relevance by designing, developing, and evaluating
authentic learning experiences strengthens student
motivation and makes learning more engaging,
empowering, connected, and applicable to the
“real world.” By bringing context to the curriculum
through a project like cooking, students become
independent learners, problem solvers, and
critical thinkers. They take responsibility for their
own learning. In this case, they also learned to try
something new – muffins made with spinach.

Cover photos by Rachel Asbury

Public meetings begin at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth Mondays of the

month, unless otherwise announced, at 110 McDonald Drive. Review school

board agendas and minutes online at www.usd497.org/schoolboard. Watch

a LIVE webstream or view video archives of board meetings online at www.

usd497.org/webstream. View LIVE broadcasts of board meetings on LPS-TV

26 with a Midco cable box.
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• A Princeton Review Best Midwestern College*

• Over 30 majors, including top-notch health
care programs, business, accounting,
pre-engineering, education, andmore

•One-on-one attention from expert faculty

• Generous financial aid—scholarships of up to
$60,000 over four years for qualified students

• The college sports experience, with 18 varsity
sports, including men’s and women’s wrestling

Saint Mary has helped students find their purpose
for over 90 years. At USM, Lawrence grads will benefit from:

*From the Princeton Review’s Best Regional Colleges, 2018.
©2017 TPR Education IP Holdings, LLC.

Dear Lawrence School Community,
When we hear about violence, at a school or anywhere else, it naturally raises
concerns for the safety of our own family members and friends. Lawrence Public
Schools is a family too, one that takes to heart the trust that families place in us to
take care of their children as if they were our own while they are at school. There
is no higher priority for us than the safety of our students and staff.
Our desire to take action is one of the ways we react to the heightened anxiety
we feel when we hear about tragedies like the Valentine’s Day school shooting in
Parkland, Florida. These somber reminders spur us to review, discuss, and improve
our own school safety and security measures. For safety reasons, the district does
not share specific details about its school crisis plans. I do, however, want to share
information about some of the safety and security measures we have in place and
in use on a daily basis in our school system.

• Our nearly 2,000 professional and caring employees build positive relationships
with students by getting to know them so they can support their academic,
social-emotional and behavioral needs.

• Staff foster strong relationships and open communication with students and
school families.

• Each school has a mental health team. The district also partners with community
mental health service providers for resources and support.

• The district and each of our schools has crisis plans in place, including specific
procedures for lock-out and lockdown responses to unsafe activity near or
inside our buildings.

• Our curriculum addresses personal safety and healthy behavior, social, and
emotional skill development.

• Staff and students regularly practice safety drills, enabling us to refine
procedures.

• We use an automated notification system for emergency and general outreach
communication with staff and school families.

• Board of Education Policy and student handbooks clearly identify behavior
expectations and consequences.

• The district fosters strong partnerships with local law enforcement and fire/
medical services, including the involvement of representatives from each
organization in our crisis planning.

• We appreciate that the Lawrence Police Department provides School Resource
Officers at both high schools, who also support elementary and middle schools
as needed.

• Both high schools employ security staff, and the district contracts additional
private security services as needed.

• Recent bond issues resulted in secure main entries at all schools with visitor
sign-in and badge procedures.

• We use a district staff badge identification system.
• Buildings have internal and external surveillance cameras.
• We partner with local law enforcement to conduct trainings in our facilities.
• Two hotlines exist for anonymous reporting of safety concerns: Lawrence/
Douglas County Crime Stoppers (843-T-I-P-S) and the Kansas School Safety
Hotline (1-877-626-8203).

This is not an exhaustive list. We continue to build on our planning, training, and
resources. I also understand that no matter how much we plan we cannot prepare
for every scenario. We must rely on every member of our school community
playing a part by being aware of what’s going on around them, looking out for
one another, and reporting any concerns or anything that seems suspicious.
The district will always take concerns seriously. When they are reported, staff
immediately notify law enforcement, if appropriate, and launch an internal
investigation. While student privacy laws limit what we can share publicly about
disciplinary actions, Board Policy outlines consequences for safety violations,
including possible suspension and/or expulsion from school.
We share your commitment to doing all that we can to maintain safe schools. I
appreciate your continued partnership in helping us to ensure schools are safe,
positive places for children to learn.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Lawrence Public Schools.
Sincerely,
Dr. Anna Stubblefield
Interim Superintendent
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stmary.edu/Lawrence

SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY!SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY!

• A Princeton Review Best Midwestern College*

• Over 30 majors, including top-notch health
care programs, business, accounting,

pre-engineering, education, and more

• One-on-one attention from expert faculty

• Generous financial aid—scholarships of up to
$60,000 over four years for qualified students

• The college sports experience, with 18 varsity
sports, including men’s and women’s wrestling

Saint Mary has helped students find their purpose
for over 90 years. At USM, Lawrence grads will benefit from:

*From the Princeton Review’s Best Regional Colleges, 2018.
©2017 TPR Education IP Holdings, LLC.



MAY 201804

One could have heard a pin drop when Jaroslaw “Jarek” Piekalkiewicz,

a Holocaust survivor and a leader of Polish resistance during World

War II, spoke to a crowded auditorium of hundreds of Free State High

School students and staff on April 13. Piekalkiewicz, a former political

science professor at the University of Kansas, recounted his experiences

growing up as Hitler’s regime took over Poland. At age 18, Piekalkiewicz

led 1,000 soldiers during the Warsaw uprising in 1944. He survived near-

death experiences, including one as a German prisoner of war.

“I noticed theywere cooking food for the animals so I usedmyexperience

in locksmith school and broke in to find potatoes. I shared them with

a few men, and a German Sergeant found us. He said, ‘There is no

stealing in Germany,’ and chose three of us to execute,” Piekalkiewicz

said.

He recounted that a German General rode by in time to see the Sergeant about to kill the men and scolded him, reminding

him of the Geneva Convention preventing German soldiers from killing prisoners of war. Piekalkiewicz said that the Sergeant

angrily hit the men with the backside of his gun, but left them alone. He carries that chest injury with him still today.

Piekalkiewicz credits the General for saving his life that day.

Piekalkiewicz has a special connection to Free State High School. His

granddaughter Nicole is a tenth-grader. During a WWII project, “Unsung

Heroes,” in Kellie Stebbins’ Modern World History class, Nicole shared

a brief description of her grandfather’s story. She grew up listening to

pieces of her grandfather’s life retold during dinnertime conversations

and visits.

“It puts it in perspective of how lucky I am,” Nicole Piekalkiewicz said.

Stebbins asked Nicole’s permission to contact her grandfather and

coordinate a time for him to visit the school. Her goal: for students to

learn by hearing firsthand about the lessons they read about in their

history books.

“I want students to remember we are not far away from this, and the

proof was sitting on our stage today,” said Stebbins.

Free State High Brings History Alive for Students

A Free State High School student speaks to Jaroslaw Piekalkiewicz after hearing about his life
during World War II.

Jaroslaw and granddaughter Nicole Piekalkiewicz join history teacher Kellie Stebbins on
stage after the April presentation at Free State High School.
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When a teacher or student needs a computer cleaned or new apps tested at Prairie Park Elementary School, they call the SWAT team. SWAT stands
for Student Workers Assisting With Technology. Prairie Park Elementary library media specialist Erin Schramm leads the team made up of about 20
fifth-grade students.

“It’s a big deal to be a part of SWAT team. Our kids look forward to it every year,” Schramm said.

Students apply to SWAT at the end of their fourth-grade year. The application process simulates completing a job application. Schramm speaks to
teachers to gather recommendations for applicants.

The responsibilities of a SWAT team member include taking
pictures for the school yearbook, cleaning iPads and MacBooks
in the classrooms, and helping set up technology for school
events. Students meet once per month during lunch. They test
new technology before it hits the classrooms and make sure
technology works for substitute teachers.

SWAT team members serve for an entire school year. Assigned
a classroom each month, they coordinate with that teacher and
their homeroom teacher to assist with technology use.

“I wanted to be in SWAT because other kids look up to SWAT
team members,” said fifth-grader Natalie Muñoz.

Prairie Park Elementary’s SWAT Stands Ready
with Technology Assistance

A SWAT member takes a class photograph for the school yearbook.
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Crediting Lawrence Public Schools for preparing them for college and beyond, two
alumnae recently received prestigious national honors. Logan Brown, a Free State
High School graduate of the Class of 2014 and a current student at Vanderbilt
University, received a Marshall Scholarship. Sadie Keller, a Lawrence High School
graduate of the Class of 2015 and a current student at Oberlin University, earned
a Truman Scholarship.

“I went to Schwegler, West Junior High School, and Free State High School. At
each school, I had teachers who went above and beyond to help me achieve my
goals and develop my passions in and outside the classroom,” said Brown. “I left
for college with not only an academic background that prepared me for the rigor
of Vanderbilt, but an excitement for learning.”

Brown’s career interests formed while a student at West Junior High, now West
Middle School. Learning about the criminal justice system in her sixth-grade social
studies class inspired Brown to become a lawyer. She cultivated her passion for the
law and the criminal justice system through an internship with the Douglas County
District Attorney’s office.

“Logan is extremely motivated, passionate, and versatile. The life experiences and
opportunities she has created for herself are beyond impressive. It was an honor
to get to work with such an incredible student. I cannot wait to see what the future
holds for her,” said Free State High counselor Bryan Duncan.

When recalling her school days in Lawrence, Keller says that her classroom
experiences changed her view of education. She participated in her school
community as a founder of Lawrence High’s Habitat for Humanity group and as a
Student Council member. She expressed her gratitude for the LHS Social Studies
Department and, in particular, history teacher Valerie Schrag; her Student Council sponsors, and the staff at Liberty Memorial Central Middle School.

“Sadie is a shining example of the excellence found in the Lawrence community and in the Lawrence Public Schools. She deserves to be celebrated!”
Schrag said.

Brown interned at the U.S. Department of Defense’s Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies. As part of her honors seminar, she
researched best practices for responding to terrorism events using video forensics. She studied abroad at East China Normal University and as a
William Jefferson Clinton Ambassador to the American University in Dubai.

Upon her graduation in May, Brown plans to move to London to pursue a master’s degree in terrorism, security, and society at King’s College
London. She wants to attend law school and work on international counterterrorism efforts.

Keller is a politics major at Oberlin College with minors in Hispanic studies and law and society. Passionate about protecting undocumented
immigrants and securing immigration reform that benefits immigrants and their new communities, she coordinates a tutoring program. More than

40 students tutor immigrants studying English as a Second Language or preparing
for the U.S. Citizenship exam.

Keller will graduate in May of 2019. At the start of the 2018-2019 school year, she
will prepare to take her Law School Admission Test. She hopes to learn skills to aid
her in a career in law, immigration advocacy, and community organizing in Kansas.

Funded by the British government, Marshall Scholarships, named after former
United States Secretary of State George C. Marshall, commemorate the humane
ideals of the Marshall Plan and express the gratitude of the British people to their
American counterparts. Marshall Scholarships provide exceptional Americans with
the opportunity for up to two years of graduate study in the field of their choice at
any university in the United Kingdom.

A living tribute to former President Harry S. Truman, the Truman Scholarship
encourages diverse and exemplary students to become public service leaders.
Congress created the Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation in 1975 to inspire
and support aspiring public service graduates. Truman Scholars receive up to
$30,000 for graduate study, priority admission and supplemental financial aid at
somepremier graduate institutions, leadership training, career and graduate school
counseling, and special internship opportunities within the federal government.

Lawrence Alumnae Earn
Prestigious Scholarships

Logan Brown

Contributed Photos
Sadie Keller
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Proving that one should never underestimate the power of a fourth-grader, students in Madeline Herrera’s class
at Deerfield Elementary School will soon put their own research-based solutions to climate change in action.
Herrera’s students studied the impact of climate change and formed teams to devise solutions. Taking it a step
further, Herrera required her students to present their solutions to community partners. Professionals from the
University of Kansas, Baker University, the Sierra Club, the public library, Douglas County, and the local health
department listened to the students’ presentations and provided verbal and written feedback. Next, students set
to work on plans to implement their projects.

“People are always impressed and interested when they hear the kids present their ideas, but when they find out
these ideas are actually happening, they are shocked,” Herrera said.

Herrera’s students will launch a “No PowerHour” event this summer, encouraging participants to unplug and
participate in activities without using electricity. They will work with Sunrise Project and the Lawrence Public Library
to host a tree-planting activity. Students plan to host a concert and auction fundraiser in May for Community
Carbon Trees, a tree-planting organization in Costa Rica.

Other student solutions currently in development include a board game to educate players about climate change,
a partnership with Lawrence Parks and Recreation to form a Climate Change Club and create an interactive park
with activities to inform people of all ages of the dangers of climate change. Herrera adds that students will enjoy
full ownership in these projects by guiding every aspect of seeing their solution to fruition. They will lead volunteer
management, the gathering of sponsorships, and publicity.

“I liked doing it this way,” said Connor McNellis, a Deerfield fourth-grader. “When I have a project I get to come
up with and complete, I think I’ve learned more. Plus this is fun!”

Lawrence Public Schools emphasizes personalized learning. Solving complex problems requires students to
learn fundamental skills – reading, writing, and math; and 21st-century skills – teamwork, research gathering,
information synthesizing, and utilization of technology. Students typically find project-based learning, a student-
centered approach that promotes deeper conceptual understandings, more enjoyable. Student engagement,
often a positive by-product of project-based learning, correlates highly with student motivation and productivity.

“With this combination of skills, our students become architects of their own learning, guided and mentored by
skilled teachers,” said Darcy Krauss, USD 497’s director of elementary school support.

Deerfield Elementary Students Turn
Learning Into Action

Fourth-graders prepare to present their environmental solutions to
community partners.
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Seventh-graders in Barbara Nitz’s English language arts class at

Southwest Middle School practiced bibliographies, research skills, and

in-text citations through their work on projects about people and events

during the civil rights movement. After studying Martin Luther King Jr.

in January, students became curious about the time period. Nitz wanted

to give her students more context behind Dr. King’s actions and show

the magnitude of his leadership.

She randomly assigned each of her students a person or event and asked

students to create only one slide about their subject. She researched

deeper into the time period to ensure most students could learn more

about an individual person or event. Students presented their slides to

their classmates and put each of their subjects on a visual timeline that wrapped around the classroom.

“The best part about the presentations is to see the students making connections. One student will be presenting about Ralph

Abernathy or the bus boycotts, and another student will say, ‘That has to do with my guy,’ or ‘My event led to your event,’”

said Nitz. “Students are also relating it to events happening today. It’s opening their eyes to how big and interconnected this

is.”

Students’ subjects focused on all aspects of the time period. They included events such as the integration of schools, cultural

aspects like boxing, music, and acting or key opposition to the civil rights movement. Nitz wants to give students a full scope

of the time period. She said the project prompted students to

question how the actions of other traditionally marginalized

groups - Hispanics and the LGBTQ+ community, for example,

intersected with the movement. She encouraged her students

to continue to research and share their findings with the class.

After their presentations, students will complete a project to

extend the learning. They may choose from creating a board

game, writing a newspaper or an ABC book, or finding art and

music from the time period to further their knowledge.

“If you forget your past, you’re never going to fix those mistakes.

We’re still fixing those mistakes now so if we forget about the

movement, how are we going to solve the whole problem?”

asked seventh-grader Jack Stutler, when commenting about

participating in the social justice project.

Southwest Middle School Students Expand
Study of Martin Luther King Jr.

A Southwest Middle School student presents her research to the class.

Students research people and events associated with the civil rights movement.
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All 14 Lawrence seniors selected in the fall as National
Merit Semifinalists met the requirements to advance
to Finalists standing in the National Merit Scholarship
Program. (Sitting) Free State’s Jeseung Lee, Sandhya
Ravikumar, Milo Schoenen, Anton Barybin, Jake Morris,
Ben Katz and Eli Bork. (Standing) Free State’s Madelyn
Johnson, Janet Stefanov, and Karen Shi; Lawrence High’s
Quentin Harrington, Jackson Hoy, and William Kampa;
and Free State’s Harrison Hughes. (Photo by Nick Krug,
LJWorld.)

Lawrence High’s Scholars Bowl Team of Luther Fuller,
Calvin DeWitt, Anna Chieu, Kacee Troung, and Olivia
Rothrock finished fourth at state.

South Middle School seventh-grader Hayden Steele placed
third in the Douglas County Spelling Bee.

The Kansas Music Educators Association selected
Sunflower Elementary School’s choir, made up of 83
students in grades 4-5, as one of three elementary groups
in Kansas to perform at its 2018 In-Service Workshop.

Two Sunflower Elementary choir members, Providence
Fowler and Ava Kohart, performed with the KMEA All-
State Elementary Honor Choir. Pete Gipson directs the
choir.

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards honored
Lawrence High senior Graham Edmonds with its Certificate
of Excellence for serving as a youth volunteer.

The Kansas State Department of Education picked
Lawrence Horizon Award-winning teachers Berenice
Weisel, Southwest Middle School, and Brandon Daley,
Woodlawn Elementary, for state honors at the Kansas
Exemplary Educator Network Conference. The Kansas
Horizon Awards honor outstanding novice educators
during their second year of teaching.
Earning its second state championship in three years,
Lawrence High’s Kenton Felmlee, Joe Slaugh, J.D.
Grammer, Anna D’Ercole, and Declan Oberzan won
CyberPatriot, the Air Force Association’s National Youth
Cyber Defense Competition. CyberPatriot excites,
educates, and motivates students toward careers in cyber
security and other science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) disciplines.

The West Warhawks, coached by Stan Frantz and Fred
Fergus, finished their season 14-0, City Champions, and
Warhawk Invitational Champions!

Points of Pride: Student and Staff Success Stories

Dr. Kirsten Evans, M.D.
Dr. Kristen Jacobs, M.D.
Dr. Malani Kuiper, M.D.

Taking care of
patients from
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Free State High junior Ruth Gathunguri, the 2018 Boys
& Girls Club of Lawrence Youth of the Year, won Kansas
Youth of the Year honors in the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Kansas Alliance Youth of the Year event at Washburn Tech.
Photo courtesy of Boys and Girls Club.
Five Liberty Memorial Central Middle School students
won Best Speech awards, while nine earned Best Council
Delegate awards at Model United Nations. Three LMCMS
students earned Top Overall Delegate honors: Owen
Musser placed third and Mei Gordon-Washington and Iris
Branden tied for first.

South Middle School’s Frances Parker earned Best
Authorship Speech in her council and Thomas Lushington
claimed Outstanding Delegate in his council and second
place for Best Middle School Delegate at Model U.N. In
addition, three resolutions proposed by Asha Hanson,
Frances Parker, Tate Meyer, and Perrin Goulter passed.
Southwest Middle School’s Kady Bischmann earned Best
Authorship Speech in seventh-grade World Council A;
Caroline Bork finished second place Best Delegate in
seventh-grade World Council C; and Kayley Flaschbarth
claimed third place Best Delegate in eighth-grade World
Council 2 at Model U.N. A team of SWMS eighth-graders:
Helen Viloria, Jenna Riggins, and Jared Loos, won first place
Overall Best Middle School Delegation after debating high
schoolers for both days of the conference.
West Middle School’s Model UN students also earned
numerous honors. They include: JacobWestbrook, Michael
Bido and May Gao, seventh-grade Best Position Paper; Ian
Murphy, third-place, seventh-grade delegate; Cierra Rivers
and Jackson Zinn, Best Authorship Speech; Lauren Hulshof,
Shreya Bhakta, Soum Barua, and Nathan Ma, third-place
Middle School Delegation in a High School Council; Jamie
King, Nile Russo, and Isaac Byers, second-place Middle
School Delegation in a High School Council; and Heidi Ray,
Allie McNellis, and Olivia Wood, Best Position Paper in a
High School Council.

A coalition team of Free State and Lawrence High
students participated in Model UN. Awards included: Jack
Bellemere, FSHS, General Assembly Council I Best Speech
of Affirmation; Braiden Bangalan, FSHS, General Assembly
Council II Best Speech of Negation; Zora Lotton-Barker,
LHS, EcoSoc Best Authorship Speech and Best Outstanding
Delegate EcoSoc; and Elliott Whisenant, Jack Bellemere,
Braiden Bangalan, and Zora Lotton-Barker, Best Position
Paper in High School Councils. FSHS also had four officers
at Topeka Model UN: Janet Stefanov, Rheanne Walton,
Ting Ting She, and Sivani Badrivenkata.
Southwest Middle School eighth-grader Blake Sanders
won the school’s Geography Bee, and then scored well
enough on the computerized exam to qualify for state-
level competition.

The Kansas Scholastic Press Association announced
that Lawrence High journalism students qualified 18
entries for the state journalism competition. The entries
represent the work of 16 students, six of whom won first
place: Gary Schmidt, Elijah Jackson, David Obadare, Anna
Parnell, Addisson Thornsbury, and Emma Howard. David
Obadare. Macy Landes, Emily Gordon-Ross, and Jackson
Hoy placed second. Sami Turner, Emily Kruse, and Maya
Weslander earned third place. All advanced to the KSPA
State Contest, where last year, LHS tied for second.

Free State High and Southwest Middle School won the
Kansas Scholastic Chess Association State Championship
for K-12 and K-8, respectively.

Deerfield Elementary opened its new garden this spring.
Every student spread mulch, filled the garden beds with
soil and compost, and learned about reading a seed
packet. Deerfield’s is the district’s ninth school garden.

Team STEAM robotics placed seventh out of 45 teams
during qualifying rounds at the FIRST’s Heartland Regional
FRC competition. The team won the Innovation in Control
Award for their strong computer code, which allowed for
powerful robot performance during the autonomous part
of the competition.

Several Lawrence High students earned honors in the
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. Maria Rosa Godinez,
Gold Key - jewelry; Mikayla Kaufman, Silver Key - jewelry;
Deaken Frentrop, Silver Key - mixed media; Wyatt Carson,
three Gold Keys – drawing and painting (including the
drawing pictured); Olivia Rothrock, Gold Key and American
Visions Nominee; Elijah Jackson, four Gold Keys – art
portfolio (including the painting pictured); Mia Comparato,
Gold Key - photography portfolio; Addisson Thornsbury,
Gold Key; Caitlynn Kliem, two Silver Awards; Symon Knox,
two Gold Keys and one Silver Key; and Rafaela Silva, Gold
Key.

Lawrence High’s Taylor Reith, a National Gold recognition
winner in the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, will be
honored as one of the most talented young artists in
the nation during an awards ceremony in New York City
at Carnegie Hall in June. One of Reith’s photographs is
pictured here.

Douglas Goodyear, the winner of both the Lawrence
Virtual School National Geographic Bee and American
Math Competition for students up to grade 8, qualified for
the Kansas Geography Bee.

Nikki Naumann, Cordley Elementary cafeteria manager,
won the district’s spring Class Act Award and $200 from
Lawrence Education Achievement Partner Truity Credit
Union.
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Lawrence High and Community Transition Program
students participated in Job Olympics at Johnson County
Community College. LHS students earned eight medals
and C-Tran students won 21 medals and the overall first-
place trophy among transition programs!

Free State High senior Luke Bosco won first and second
places at the 13th annual eMagine Media Festival and
captured 16 Pixel Awards.
Lawrence High senior Chisato Kimura qualified for the
National Speech and Debate Tournament in Congressional
Debate – Senate. She will compete in Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida, in June. Her legislation proposing a cap and trade
system for reducing carbon emissions in industry was
voted “Best Piece of Legislation” by her Senate peers.

Inspired by the book “Nudge: Improving Health, Wealth,
and Happiness” by Richard Thaler and Class Sunstein,
Free State High sophomore Elliott Whisenant researched
organ donation laws across the United States and other
countries and wrote a detailed report on the topic. Kansas
Representative Tom Sloan drafted a bill proposed to make
changes to current law. Whisenant presented his research
to the Kansas House Committee on Health and Human
Services, and then to the Senate Committee on Public
Health and Welfare. The Governor signed the bill into law
in April.

Channing Saint Onge, a Cordley fifth-grader, won second
place at the Greater Kansas City Science and Engineering
Fair in the Intermediate Molecular Bio/Chem and Health
Science category. Her project: “Alkaline Diet Shortens the
Lifespan of Drosophila Melanogaster.”

Lawrence High’s Malka Hampton, Addisson Thornsbury,
and Crosby Reimer, had photography accepted into the
Hays Arts Council’s 34th Annual Five-State Photography
Exhibition, a professional photography competition.

Thirty-seven Woodlawn girls joined staff and community
partners for “Woodlawn Girl Power.” The event featured
pizza, yoga, inspiring speakers, including a forest firefighter
and members of the KU Track Team; and learning to use
some household tools. A few days later, 44 Woodlawn
boys came together to eat pizza and explore fun learning
opportunities. These included writing poetry, tying a
fishing lure, making pancakes, changing a bicycle flat tire,
ironing a shirt, tying a tie, putting up a tent, playing a
guitar, tossing a football/baseball, and using tools.

The Boys and Girls Club’s Prairie Park Team completed
its season by winning the BGCLK Basketball Tournament
Championship.

South Middle School seventh-graders Thomas
Lushington and Frances Parker won the first-place Junior
Computational Science, Bioinformatics and Mathematics
Award sponsored by Burns & McDonnell and the Archie
Dykes Library of Health Sciences Award at the Greater
Kansas City Science and Engineering Fair.

Lawrence High’s Amanda Earnhart and Tanthalas “Tanis”
Amnotte-Zupan scored 99% and 96%, respectively, on
the National German Exam, finishing first and second in
Kansas. Amnotte-Zupan won an all-expenses-paid, four-
week study trip to Germany this summer. In addition, Jake
Rayome won a silver medal, and Henry DeWitt, Olivia
Rothrock, Derek White, and Quinlan Muller won bronze
medals.
The KU School of Music and Reach Out Kansas, including
Ashton Rapp, boy soprano, performed Kevin Walczyk’s
Symphony No. 5 “Freedom from Fear: Images from the
Shoreline” at the Lied Center. Rapp attends the eighth
grade at South Middle School.

The KU Women’s Business Club and students at the Adult
Education Center worked together to develop resumes for
students in adult education and the Lawrence Diploma-
Completion Program. Students walked away with a new or
updated resume in hand. KU club members also shared
information about college expectations and college life,
and helped answer students’ questions.
Valerie Schrag, Lawrence High social studies teacher, is the
state’s high school nominee for the $5,000 Harris History
Teacher Award presented by the National History Day
program to one middle and high school teacher annually.

South Middle School’s entire eighth-grade class (210
students) participated in community service projects.
Students divided into 16 small groups to serve Sports
Pavilion Lawrence (Rock Chalk Park), Hidden Valley Camp,
ECKAN, Lawrence Public Library, Just Food, Broken Arrow
and Kennedy Elementary Schools, Boys and Girls Club,
Ronald McDonald House, Morning Star Church, Sunrise
Project, and Haskell. The school plans to make its Cougar
Cares Community Service Day an annual event.

Three Lawrence High students qualified for the National
History Day competition to be held at the University of
Maryland – College Park in June. Junior William Yanek
placed first with his senior historical paper “The Battle
of Blair Mountain: Lack of Compromise led to Conflict in
West Virginia Coal Fields,” and sophomores Elijah Eklund
and Ryan Claycamp placed second in senior group exhibits
with their entry, “Treaty of Versailles.”

Free State High’s Rae’Chel Atkins placed sixth in the JAG-K
entrepreneurship contest at the State Career Development
Conference. She and Alexis Dutro earned second place
with their digital scrapbook. A JAG-K promotional video
created by Dylan Crawford, Chaviaun Austin, and Torey
Love placed sixth.
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Congratulations,

May 17 Project Search, 10 a.m., Educational Support & Distribution Center
May 18 Community Transition Program, 10 a.m., Educational Support & Distribution Center

May 19 Lawrence Virtual School, 1 p.m., FSHS Auditorium
May 22 Free State High School, 7 p.m., FSHS Stadium
May 23 Lawrence High School, 7 p.m., LHS Stadium
June 7 Adult Education Center, 7 p.m., LHS Auditorium


