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Power Up for PowerSchool
in 2018-2019

School board goals during the past
two years have sought to enhance district
business and operations functions through
integrated software management systems and
to expand communication and community
connections through increased engagement.
Following an administrative review of the
district’s information technology needs
and an evaluation of whether the current
Student Information System, Skyward, and
other software systems meet those needs,
the board approved the administration’s
recommendation to purchase PowerSchool.

The leading provider of integrated
technology systems, PowerSchool works with
80% of school districts in Kansas. Director of
Assessment, Research and Accountability Terry
McEwen told the board that PowerSchool
will replace several systems currently in use,
namely Skyward, the Blackboard learning
management system, Special Education
Automation Software (SEAS) and Viewpoint
data warehouse. In addition, PowerSchool
integrates with other software systems the
district currently uses.

“Having an adaptable system that
grows and changes with our needs is very
important,” said Vanessa Sanburn, school
board member.

While the estimated first-year cost of
PowerSchool, $333,994, is greater than the
combined annual cost of the various systems
now in use, $274,000, the district anticipates
a net savings long-term due to PowerSchool’s
future yearly cost of $211,000. A key next
step in the implementation of this unified
platform for the 2018-19 school year: training
for staff, students and parents.

Public meetings begin at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth Mondays of the

month, unless otherwise announced, at 110 McDonald Drive. Review school

board agendas and minutes online at www.usd497.org/schoolboard. Watch

a LIVE webstream or view video archives of board meetings online at www.

usd497.org/webstream. View LIVE broadcasts of board meetings on LPS-TV

26 with a Midco cable box.
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This Issue Features Local, State and
National Honors!
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JenniferAttocknie,USD497’sNativeAmericanStudent
Services coordinator, earned the National Summit for
Courageous Conversation Learning & Teaching Award
presented by the Pacific Educational Group earlier
this month in Detroit, Michigan. The Award honors an
educator who promotes the highest achievement of
underserved student of color populations. Attocknie,
Comanche (enrolled citizen), Creek and Citizen Band
Potawatomi, is in her 11th year of coordinating NASS
programming for the district. She is a graduate of
Haskell Indian Nations University and The University
of Kansas.

The Lawrence Board of Education contracted with the firm Ray &
Associates for its superintendent search. In early October, more than
1,000 community members completed online surveys or participated
in focus groups and public forums to share characteristics desired in a
superintendent, as well as their opinions about district strengths and
challenges. Theboardwill use the input todevelop aprofile for advertising
the position, and the firm, for recruiting candidates. Applications for the
position will close in late November.

During themonth ofDecember, the firmwill assist the board in developing
interview questions, screening candidates and selecting finalists to invite
to interviews. Since school board elections occur in November, and by
state statute, newly elected board members may not take office until the
second Monday in January, finalist interviews will not occur until after
January 8, so newly elected board members can take part.

The board will provide an open opportunity for the community to
meet finalists during individual meet-and-greet receptions the week of
January 22. Attendees may share input with the board after meeting the
finalists by completing “candidate impression forms.” The board’s goal
is to hire the district’s next leader by February. Interim Superintendent
Anna Stubblefield, slated to become deputy superintendent, succeeded
former Superintendent Kyle Hayden after his transfer to the position of
chief operations officer on July 1, 2017.

SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH UPDATE

National Award Winner

Seniors Graham Edmonds and Taeghan Sharpe, of
Lawrence High, and Goldie Schmiedeler and Simon
McCaffrey, of Free State High, earned Student
Champion honors during the Lawrence Schools
Foundation’s Community Education Breakfast
in September. Selected by their high school
administrations for this prestigious recognition, these
four student leaders receivedpraise fromtheir teachers
for positive attitudes, strong work ethics, inquisitive
natures and their respective talents, especially in the
arts. Not only are these students heavily involved in
co- and extra-curricular activities and school clubs,
they each volunteer for community causes important
to them. Their teachers noted that while focused on
their own high achievement, these student leaders
also assist their peers in being successful and work to
improve their school environments.

Student Champions
T h e K a n s a s
Association of School
Boards’ Nominating
C o m m i t t e e
endorsed Lawrence
Board of Education
President Shannon
K imba l l t o s e r ve
as president-elec t
designee. K imball
c u r r e n t l y s e r v e s
a s Reg ion 1 v i c e
p re s iden t on the
K A S B B o a r d o f
D i r e c t o r s . T h e

committee presents to the KASB Delegate Assembly
one or more qualified candidates for the office each
year. The election for president-elect designee will be
held during the KASB Delegate Assembly in Wichita
in December. The president-elect designee serves
as an ex-officio, non-voting member of the Board
until assuming the office of president-elect. In her
seventh year on the Lawrence school board, Kimball
has twice served as vice president and president.
She is a mother of three school-age children
and has worked as an attorney on school law and
policy issues.

Kansas School Leadership



Patrick Kelly, director of innovation learning,
career and technical education and the
Lawrence College and Career Center,
earned the Distinguished Alumni Award
from Leadership Lawrence at its annual alumni
luncheon earlier this month. Kelly, a 2005
Leadership Lawrence alumnus, earned the
award for his community service and leadership
development, and for exemplifying the spirit
and goals of the program and demonstrating
civic involvement and trusteeship through
the investment of personal time and talent to
strengthen the Lawrence/Douglas County area.

At the beginning of her second year of teaching,
Liberty Memorial Central Middle School
mathematics teacher Emily Williams faced a
life-and-death situation with courage and quick
thinking, putting her training to good use. She
successfully performed the Heimlich maneuver
on a student who was choking. The Lawrence
Board of Education and Principal Jeff Harkin
recognized Williams’ bravery at the school
board meeting in September. Lawrence Douglas
County Fire Medical Chief Mark Bradford
presented Williams with the Citizen Lifesaving
Award for her heroic actions.

The Lawrence Public Schools’ ONE DREAM
MLK Celebration Committee invites public
nominations for its Martin Luther King Jr. Awards
to be presented during the district’s annual
ONE DREAM celebration on January 18, 2018,
at Free State High School. The MLK Heart of
Service, Character, Dreamer’s and Champion
of Equity Awards honor students, school staff
and community members who make a positive
impact on the community by demonstrating
integrity, respect and responsibility; envisioning
and encouraging change and promoting justice
and equity. Please review the award criteria and
submit your nominations online by November
15, 2017, at www.usd497.org/OneDream.
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Lawrence Board of Education 2017-18
Excellence, Equity & Engagement Goals
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Lawrence Public Schools this year incorporated the district’s annual goals with the
Kansas State Department of Education’s Kansas Vision for Education. According
to KSDE’s visioning process, Kansans are demanding higher standards in academic
skills, as well as employability and citizenship skills, and the need to move away
from a “one-size-fits-all” system that relies exclusively on state assessments. This
new vision for education calls for a more student-focused system that provides
support and resources for individual success and will require everyone to work
together to make it a reality. Together, Kansans Can! (See page 6.)

In order to achieve educational equity and excellence for students of all races and
backgrounds, the Lawrence Board of Education and Superintendent will establish
a learning climate of high expectations, set annual equity and achievement goals,
and charge district- and school-level teams with responsibilities for developing
strategies to eliminate achievement disparities while improving achievement for
all students.

LAWRENCE BOARD OF EDUCATION GOALS

MISSION

VISION

2017-18 EXCELLENCE, EQUITY AND ENGAGEMENT GOALS

The school board, administration, teachers and staff build positive relationships,
seekmultipleperspectives, set highexpectations andholdeachother accountable
for ensuring that through equitable access to rigorous, culturally relevant
and seamlessly aligned curriculum and effective, research-based instruction,
all students achieve at high levels, graduate on time and are well prepared for
their future.

Lawrence USD 497 is a learning community committed to ensuring educational
equity and excellence so that students of all races and backgrounds achieve at
high levels and graduate prepared for success in college, careers and life in a
diverse and rapidly changing world.

Goal 1: Develop and align district expectations for curriculum, instruction
and assessment to raise the achievement of all students.

Focus areas include: strategic planning for ensuring educational equity; engaging
school families through Partnerships for Academically Successful Students
(PASS); professional development planning for certified and classified staff;
and supporting the Learning Forward, Future Ready initiative to personalize
learning through a blend of the best of traditional instruction and high quality
digital learning.

Goal 2: Expand communication and community connections through
increased engagement.

Focus areas include: clearly communicating the district’s vision, mission and goals
to all stakeholders; strategic communications planning to support a culture of
transparency; and adopting a user-friendly student information and learning
management system.

Goal 3: Enhance programming and supports to meet the varied academic,
social, emotional and behavioral needs of each student.

Focus areas include: surveying stakeholders to investigate the need for additional
staff/expanded student support services; drawing on outside resources for staff
development planning and addressing mental health services and support;
and developing thriving culture goals for all schools with an emphasis on high
expectations for all students and staff responsiveness to student/parent concerns.

Goal 4: Allocate capital and human resources to deliver quality educational
programs and services in adaptable, high-performance facilities.

Focus areas include: continuing to recruit, hire and retain a qualified and diverse
staff; and implementing the 2017 Secondary Schools Facilities Master Plan.
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Interim Superintendent Anna Stubblefield presented Lawrence Horizon
Awards in September to two exemplary novice educators – one elementary
and one secondary teacher, now in their second year of teaching. Truity
Credit Union, a Lawrence Education Achievement Partner, presented each
teacher with a cash award. Lawrence Public Schools will nominate these
outstanding educators for the Kansas State Department of Education’s
Kansas Horizon Award program.

“In all my years in education, I have never been as impressed by a new
staff member as I have been absolutely gobsmacked with Brandon Daley,”
said Jeanne Fridell, Woodlawn Elementary principal.

Daley worked as a Boys and Girls Club group leader at Langston Hughes
Elementary, a paraeducator at Kennedy Elementary and completed his
student teaching at Sunflower Elementary. He joined the Woodlawn staff
last year as a fifth grade co-teacher. Daley also coaches junior varsity
soccer at Lawrence High.

Berenice Weisel, secondary therapeutic classroom teacher at Southwest Middle School, earned the secondary Lawrence Horizon Award. She also previously led the school’s ED/
BD (Emotionally Disturbed/Behavior Disorders) Classroom and served as a paraeducator working with English Language Learners.

“Berenice leads a team of paraeducators and a Bert Nash therapist in a positive and accountable manner, providing a productive, safe and engaging learning environment for
students. Her students have made major gains – academically, socially and behaviorally, in her classroom due to her leadership and hard work,” said Kristen Ryan, Southwest Middle
School principal. “She is highly respected by every adult at Southwest because she leads by example and gives to the entire school community.”

Through Learning Forward, Future Ready (LFFR), Lawrence Public Schools strive to prepare
students with 21st-century skills and strategies so they can compete globally. LFFR
encompasses multiple components, including curricular, technology and infrastructure
updates as well as enhanced professional development for teachers. In order to address
equitable access to technology, the district provides iPads to all middle school students
and MacBooks to all high school students. Elementary students have access to both devices
in their technology-equipped classrooms. The district also provides internet hotspots for
checkout from the secondary school library media centers for students who lack connectivity
outside of school hours.

The district provides additional training to assist teachers with integrating technology with
the curriculum. Trainers work one-on-one with teachers and learning coaches to assist their
peers with effectively incorporating technology in their classrooms. The district also hired a
technology integration specialist who works with both high schools to provide technology
and curricular support to all teachers. Student Tech Teams at the middle and high schools
assist peers and school staff with trouble-shooting and basic technology guidance. Through
the community’s generous support of a $92.5 million bond issue in 2013, and an $87 million
bond issue in 2017, school facility improvements, including flexible learning spaces, mobile
furniture, maker spaces and robust technology infrastructure provide a foundation for 21st-
century learning.

ALTEC, a division of KU’s Center for Research on Learning, has observed classrooms,
conducted surveys and met with focus groups of students, parents and teachers as a way
to evaluate the 1:1 technology initiative. The researchers reported in their findings from last
spring at the four middle schools that the potential exists for iPads to transform the learning
environment. While teachers report spending as much or more time preparing for class,
they shared that they find students collaborating more, completing assignments in class and
practicing and accessing content on the devices.

Learning Forward, Future Ready

District Honors Exemplary Novice Educators with Horizon Awards

Dr. Kirsten Evans, M.D.
Dr. Kristen Jacobs, M.D.
Dr. Malani Kuiper, M.D.
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Points of Pride: Student and Staff Success Stories
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The Kansas State Department of Education
chose Lisa Melton, Sunflower Elementary
fifth grade teacher, as a 2017 Region 2
Semifinalist for Kansas Teacher of the Year
in September. Lawrence Public Schools
nominated Melton for the state-level
program after naming her Lawrence
Elementary Teacher of the Year in 2016-
17. "Lisa knows that building strong
relationships with her students and their
families is key to the success of each child.
She goes out of her way to get to know the
interests of students, their challenges and
their successes in and out of school," said
Principal Howard Diacon.

In celebration of its long-standing
partnership with the Lawrence Public
Schools in support of arts education,
the Lied Center of Kansas created the
Educator’s Impact Award to recognize
teachers who go far beyond the norm to
create a space of imagination, creativity
and innovation in their classrooms. Lied
Center Executive Director Derek Kwan and
Engagement/Education Director Anthea
Scouffas honored Deborah Woodall-
Routledge, Southwest Middle School band
director, with this year’s IMPACT Award for
Distinguished Service to Arts Education.

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation
honored 14 Lawrence seniors as National
Merit Semifinalists: Jeseung Lee, Sandhya
Ravikumar, Milo Schoenen, Anton Barybin,
JakeMorris, BenKatz andEli Bork, all of Free
State High. (Standing, from left:) Madelyn
Johnson, Janet Stefanov, Karen Shi, of Free
State; Quentin Harrington, Jackson Hoy
and William Kampa, of Lawrence High; and
Harrison Hughes, Free State.

South Middle School’s Students for Equity
Excellence Club toured KU’s Spencer
Museum of Art’s "And Still We Rise &
Narratives of the Soul" African American
history quilt exhibit.

Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper Wills visited
with preschoolers at Kennedy Elementary
about his role in the community and his job
duties. He also talked to the students about
the importance of car safety and how to
ride properly in a booster seat.

Photo by Nick Krug, LJWorld

Native Pride Dancer Larry Yazzie of the
Meskwaki Nation in Tama, Iowa, performed
for Woodlawn Elementary students, getting
staff involved in the presentation. The
two-time World Champion Fancy Dancer
and Eagle Dancer shared with students
the beauty, symbolism and skill of Native
American music, dance and regalia.

Crown Toyota, Midco, Minsky’s Pizza and
Meritrust Credit Union honored Anne
Bailey, Deerfield third grade teacher
(third from left), with their Educator of
the Year award. Other nominees from the
district earning the Teacher of the Month
recognition: Dan Karasek, Kris Leggins,
Matthew Herbert, Megan Fairchild,
Rebecca Roberts, Danielle Bechard, Ashley
Beason-Manes and Christina Smith.

Sunset Hill Elementary students performed
at the Lawrence Schools Foundation’s
Community Education Breakfast in
September. They sang and played
ukuleles purchased with a Foundation
MusicWorks! grant.

BrokenArrowElementary students in grades
3-5 celebrated Culture Day September 20.
They welcomed families and other classes
to view their projects and learn about the
different cultures represented in their
school community.

Free State High students marked Suicide
Awareness Month by sharing statistics,
engaging students in creating self-care
plans and providing each student with a Be-
A-Link card, which explains steps to take if
you or a friend are showing warning signs
of depression and/or suicidal thoughts.
Students signed a Support Banner, stating
they would be there for a friend in need.

The Lawrence Public Library chose the
drawings of three LawrenceHigh art students
for its 2017 Banned Books Trading Card
series. Congratulations, Brisa Andrade, Elijah
Jackson and Maya Weslander, whose trading
cards are shown clockwise from top left.

Regional
Recognition

Arts IMPACT
Award



OCTOBER 2017 11

Lawrence Schools
Foundation

Upcoming Events

Ovation! USD 497 Talent Show
Sunday, January 21, 7:30 p.m.

Lied Center Auditorium

Lawrence Public School students, ages 12-18, will amaze
you with their talents. Master of Ceremonies: Brian Hanni.
Sponsored by The Dentists in Lawrence - WILKERSON,
SAUNDERS & ANDERSON, DDS & CEK Insurance. All
proceeds benefit Lawrence Schools Foundation. Tickets
now available at http://bit.ly/2yiUfEo

Transformations 2018
Saturday, January 27, Doors open at
6:00 p.m./Show begins at 7:00 p.m.

Liberty Hall

A unique talent and entertainment extravaganza, featuring
ten men of the community competing for the benefit of
local charities. In this red carpet event, these individuals
will compete on behalf of a local charity of their choice.
The competition includes pageant components such
as evening gown, talent and on-stage question. Each
competitor is paired with a female impersonator, who
assists in “transforming” their assigned competitor. Scott
Ireland, associate choral director at Lawrence Free State
High School, will compete on behalf of the Lawrence
Schools Foundation.

Deborah Griswold, KU assistant professor
of the practice in the Department of Special
Education, and Mike Hock, the director
of KU’s Center for Research on Learning,
honored Jeff Harkin, Liberty Memorial
Central Middle School principal, with the
Whelan Kansas Leadership for Learning
Award in September. Griswold said that
Liberty Memorial Central has opened its
arms to KU and built a relationship to
support all students.Harkin shared thehonor
with his school staff. “We had the chance
to work with the best Special Education
Department in the nation, and for that
matter, the world... It has enhanced our PDS
(Professional Development School) program
and built bridges to the university. We now
have friends and resources that we have not
had before, and we are a better school,”
said Harkin.

The NEA has appointed Lindsay Buck,
Lawrence High Special Education
Department Chair, Total Equality Alliance
sponsor and LEA treasurer, to serve on
the 2017-18 NEA Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity Committee. Buck is the
only Kansas appointment to the national
committee examining concerns that
LGBTQ students are more likely to face
bullying leading to poor grades, dropping
out, suicide and homelessness. Safe and
affirming schools support student success.

“PERFORMING THROUGH
THE AGES” WITH THE
LIED CENTER OF KANSAS
AND USD 497

The Lied Center of Kansas and USD 497
have been in partnership for more than
23 years, making live performing arts
accessible to ALL students in the Lawrence
Public Schools free of charge. Each year,
the Lied Center hosts performances for
preschoolers, kindergarten through second-
graders, third- through fifth-graders, as
well as middle and high school students.
The works performed are researched
and chosen for each age range, exposing
Lawrence students to various kinds of live
performing arts, such as dance, theatre,
music and puppetry, among others. Most
of the works selected also address thematic
topics relevant to Lawrence students.
For more information, visit lied.ku.edu/
engagement.

West Middle School’s Junior Players
presented the sixth grade play, “The Entire
American Revolution (In 40 Minutes or
Less)” in September.

Seventh-grade Nutrition classes from all
four middle schools toured local farms
to learn about the importance of buying
locally grown and in-season foods. The
students visited Juniper Hill Farms, Moon
on the Meadow Farm, Amy's Meats at the
Homestead and Sunrise Project. Southwest
Middle School students shown here check
out the micro-greens growing at Moon on
the Meadow Farm in east Lawrence.

National
Service

KU Honor



Discover the
strongest you.

LMH Sports PerformanceTraining takes athletes to the next level.
Strengthen your performance with sport-specific athletic training designed to improve speed, functional strength and agility while also
lowering the risk of athletic injury. LMHTherapy Services offers customized Sports PerformanceTraining for athletes ages 8-18 who
want a new training home to maximize athletic performance. Licensed Sports Physical Therapists, Certified Strength and Conditioning
Specialists, and Athletic Trainers cater to each athlete’s specific needs, offering individualized assessments and training programs best
suited to personal goals. Boost your performance. Schedule now: 785-505-5840 • lmh.org/perform

A Partner for Lifelong Health

Improve your speed, strength and agility with Sports Performance
Training at the LMH Performance andWellness Center.


