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Dear Parents,
Each year around this time of the year the school starts to notice attendance
trends. The importance of school attendance has been well documented with a
high correlation between academic performance and success. Even an excess
of excused absences can be detrimental to student success.
What can parents do to help?


Make sure that your student goes to school regularly and arrives on time-you
will establish a good habit that will carry through life.



If your student starts missing school, work with the school to put things right.
Make sure your student understands that you do not approve of him/her
missing school.



If your student is ill or must miss school for some other reason, contact the
school immediately. If you ask for homework, make sure your student
completes it.



Whenever possible, arrange family vacations during school holidays so that
students miss as little school as possible.
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Worried about screen time, nearly 95% of teenagers in America ages 13 to 17
have a smartphone. Recent research suggests many teens find much of that time
to be unsatisfyingly spent. In a recent survey from the Pew Research Center, now
teens themselves are becoming concerned about too much screen time.
As we approach the winter break we would like to thank those of you for taking
the opportunity to attend parent-teacher conferences last month and those of
you that supported the many fall activities.
Together, we can make a positive difference.
Sincerely,

Myron Graber
LFSHS Principal
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SCHEDULES
DAILY SCHEDULE—MONDAY TUESDAY FRIDAY
0 Period
1st Period
2nd Period
3rd Period
4th Period
5th Period

7:00—8:00
8:05—8:57
9:02—9:56
10:01—10:53
10:58—11:50
11:55—1:16

1st Lunch 11:55—12:20
2nd Lunch 12:14—12:39
3rd Lunch 12:33—12:58
4th Lunch 12:51—1:16

6th Period
7th Period

1:21—2:13
2:18—3:10

WEDNESDAY—LATE ARRIVAL SCHEDULE
PLC

8:00—9:00

2nd Period
4th Period

9:05—10:45
10:50—12:50

1st Lunch
2nd Lunch
3rd Lunch
4th Lunch

NOVEMBER EVENTS
1

6-9 p.m.—Art Show and Open Mic

2

11:30—1:30 pm—Jostens Orders pickup

4

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS—Fall Back!

5

3:30 pm—Softball 2nd Player’s sign up mtg.
6-9 pm—KU Lied Center—College Planning
Night

7

Winter Sports Paperwork Deadline
3:30—8:30 pm—Senior Yearbook Ad Design
Night

8

3:30—8:30 pm—Senior Yearbook Ad Design
Night

15

7pm—Musical “9 to 5”

16

7pm—Musical “9 to 5”

17

7pm—Musical “9 to 5”

21

NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Break

22

NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Break

23

NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Break

28

7:30—9 am—Phoenix Awards

10:50—11:15
11:20—11:45
11:50—12:15
12:25—12:50

6th Period

12:55—2:30

TEACHER PLAN

2:30—3:10

THURSDAY SCHEDULE
0 Period
1st Period
3rd Period
5th Period
1st Lunch
2nd Lunch
3rd Lunch
4th Lunch

7th Period

7:00—8:00
8:05—9:40
9:45—11:25
11:30—1:30
11:30—11:55
12:00—12:25
12:30—12:55
1:05—1:30

1:35—3:10

LOOK AHEAD TO DECEMBER
5

7—9 pm—Fall/Winter Choral Concert

11

6:30—8:30 pm—Winter Concert/Jazz Band
Concert

College Workshop
DATE:

Nov. 5, 2018

TIME:

5:30-6:30 pm

PLACE:

Lied Center of Kansas, 1600 Stewart Dr., Lawrence, KS

Post-secondary Services for High School Students with IEPs and 504 Plans:
Students no longer have IEP’s when they reach the post-secondary level.
However, they may still be eligible for accommodations and supports.
Come to a workshop held before the College Fair
to find out how to access these services at the post-secondary level.
The College and Career Fair will also be held at the Lied Center
on this same evening between 5:00 and 8:00 pm
with representatives from over 100 technical schools,
community colleges, 4-year colleges and universities.
Contact Liz Crickard, Transition Coordinator, at 785-330-4996 or ecrickar@usd497.org for more information.

9 to 5 The Musical
9 to 5 The Musical, with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton and book by Patricia
Resnick, is based on the seminal 1980 hit movie. Set in the late 1970s, this hilarious
story of friendship and revenge in the Rolodex era is outrageous, thought-provoking
and even a little romantic. Pushed to the boiling point, three female coworkers
concoct a plan to get even with the sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot they
call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet, Judy and Doralee live out their
wildest fantasy—giving their boss the boot! While Hart remains “otherwise engaged,” the women give their
workplace a dream makeover, taking control of the company that had always kept them down. Hey a girl
can scheme, can’t she?
The 9 to 5 The Musical debut performance will be November 15 at 7:00 p.m. Shows are scheduled for
November 15-17 at 7:00 p.m., BUT the Friday performance may be rescheduled if the Firebird Football team is
in sub-state action at home that evening.
Tickets are $7 at the door. Contact Ericka Waller for more information: ewaller@usd497.org

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS

Turn your clocks back 1 hour
Sunday, November 4

AND INFORMATION



Great research databases at https://books.usd497.org



Always make sure you are on the school wi-fi: LPS



Always leave the case on your computer. If you damage your MacBook and have removed the case,
you will be charged $75



Save all documents to your school Google Drive account



If you misplace your MacBook, tell school administration, District IT or the school library
as soon as possible.

WHAT SENIORS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS 2019

Every year, Douglas County businesses, organizations and individuals
generously sponsor local scholarships for seniors at both high schools.
Over 60 scholarships have been established for Free State Seniors.

Mark your calendars NOW for the following dates!
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, AFTER 4 P.M.
Visit the Free State webpage and click on the Student Services tab to locate the LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP link.


Download the following information/forms:



Local Scholarship Information Sheet—Important information and deadlines



Description List and Quick Reference Sheet—Description of the scholarships and criteria. Learn which ones you are
eligible to apply for.



General Application to use for those scholarships requiring the General Application



Private Applications—Listed individually on the website. Please DO NOT USE the General Application for the Private
Scholarship Applications.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 by or before 4 p.m.
Deadline to Submit Applications
LATE and INCOMPLETE applications WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
Return applications to the Student Services Office

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 7 p.m.
Senior Recognition Ceremony by invitation. Invitations will be mailed the third week in April.

Questions and/or Assistance?
If you have questions or need assistance with the Local Scholarships Program, please contact
Bryan Duncan at bduncan@usd497.org / 785-330-1908.

Congratulate Your Senior with a Senior Yearbook Ad
It’s hard to believe but your student is a senior now and with that comes a year of lasts: last school photo, last
performance, last game, last class and the list goes on. This is also a year of firsts: first application, first
scholarship and first diploma.
It's time to start thinking about how you will recognize your senior’s accomplishments. They’ve made it a long
way and one way many Free State parents celebrate this is through a Senior Yearbook Ad.
New this year!!! Order Online
www.yearbookordercenter.com
School Code: 12781

Deadlines, Late Fees and Credit/ Debit payments
For the best pricing it is best to submit your ad early.
Ads are not considered as meeting deadline until ALL photos and text are submitted! The yearbook staff
needs all the information in order to complete ads and meet deadlines. Add $25 for photos / text (beyond
simple text edits) added after Nov 9.
NOTE: NEW this year—Online payment for Senior Yearbook Ads AND yearbooks
Use school code: 12781
order your Senior Yearbook Ad AND Talon yearbook online. Keep in mind ordering early saves you money.

Deadlines
"Last Chance" - Nov 9**
1/8 pg___$80
1/4 pg___$140
1/2 pg___$220
1 pg_____$310
**Ads are not considered as meeting deadline until ALL photos and text are submitted! The yearbook staff
needs all the information in order to complete ads and meet deadlines. Add $25 for photos / text (beyond
simple text edits) added after Nov 9.
Option 1: Mail Your Order
Print the order form (found on the FSHS Website under Activities click on Yearbook) and send your photos with
a check to the Talon staff.
4700 Overland Dr
Lawrence KS 66049
Carefully write your student’s name and address on the back of your photos in pencil and avoid pressing
hard. Hard copies of photos are returned in April. Do not send us a photo that is your only copy.
Option 2: Sign up for a Senior Ad Design appointment
Signup for an appointment to bring your materials in and have us design your Senior Ad with you.
The Journalism staff is available for Senior Ad Design Nights Nov 7-8. Our staff designers will help you create
the perfect Senior Ad. We can scan your photos and, at the end of your design session, you have a print of
your senior ad.




Wed., Nov 7 from 3 - 8:30 p.m. in FSHS Office conference rm
Thurs., Nov 8 from 3:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in FSHS Office conference rm

Plan on attending a Senior Ad Design Night?
Upload your photos beforehand and you can save time and skip the photo scanning station. (Information below) Share the eShare login information with your senior photographer and they can upload senior portraits
you want in the ad.
Make an appointment to work with a designer at a Senior Ad Design night.

1/8 page
Size: 4” x 2.25”
Max Words: 25
Max Photos: 1

1/4 page
Size: 4” x 5”
Max Words: 50
Max Photos: 3

1/2 page
Size: 8.25” x 5”
Max Words: 100
Max Photos: 8

Design Night
Submit Digital Photo Files
We gladly accept digital files of your photos. Scan and
save photos at least 300 dpi resolution.
Go to www.HJeShare.com to upload your images.
School Code: FreeState.

Plan on attending a Senior Ad Design Night?
Upload your photos beforehand and you can save time
and skip the photo scanning station. Share the eShare
login information with your senior photographer and they can upload senior portraits you want in the ad.

Inappropriate Content
The Talon reserves the right to deny Senior Ad photos that include inappropriate content or violates copyright.
The Talon will deny printing of any ad that…
• Contains images of children without clothing. i.e. bare bottoms.
• Promotes tobacco, liquor or any activity that is illegal for students.
• The Talon reserves the right to edit design and content to fit our style guidelines.

Does your Senior have a yearbook ordered?
Deadlines for ordering yearbooks are…


$62.50 - Regular Pricing- until Nov 30



$67.50 - Last Chance Pricing- until Jan 31

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

“Snow Ball”
Winter Formal
Kansas University Ballroom
Saturday, December 15
8:00—11:00 p.m.
Buy your tickets in advance!
$15
($20 at the Door)

VISION STATEMENT
Student Growth & Development
Students will be committed to high levels of academic achievement in order to develop skills
necessary to become independent, life-long learners.
Students will grow in their awareness and preparation for careers.
Students will participate in community service and increase their awareness of and participation in
the democratic process.
Students will give their best efforts to achieve high, yet attainable, goals and accept personal
responsibility for their actions.
Students will be involved in academic and co-curricular pursuits that will contribute to personal
growth and wellness.
Effort and achievement will be encouraged, recognized and celebrated.

Lawrence Free
State High School

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of
Lawrence Free State
is to Educate all
students and
empower them to be
responsible citizens
and life-long learners
in a changing world.

Curriculum
Students will engage in comprehensive studies of college preparatory and vocational courses.
Through active, relevant instruction, teachers will challenge and hold students to attain high standards of achievement.
Students will attain mastery of essential knowledge and skills.
Staff will collaborate to develop integrated curriculum that raise expectations and hold students
accountable for achievement.
Learning Community
Staff will model life-long learning by participation in effective staff development aimed at
student and school improvement.
There will be open and ongoing communication among all members of the Free State community.
Free State staff and students will create and sustain effective partnerships with the Lawrence business and civic community.
Parents will play an active role in the education of their children, monitor their children’s performance, and understand the importance of their children’s attainment of proficiency on all standards.
Co– and Extra-Curricular Activities
Students will be involved in at least one co– or extra-curricular activity.
Staff members will be expected to moderate, coach, assist, or direct at least one co– or extracurricular activity.
Students parents, and staff will demonstrate school spirit by attendance of co– or extra-curricular
activities.
Climate and Culture
All members of the learning community will be responsible for promoting a positive atmosphere
through collaboration and communication.
Staff, students, and parents will celebrate student and staff achievements.
Staff and students will seek wellness physically, emotionally, and intellectually.
All members of the learning community will treat each other with mutual respect, consideration and
acceptance.

Principal: Myron Graber
4700 Overland Drive
Lawrence, KS 66049-4130
(785) 832-6050
Fax: (785) 832-6099

Mascot: Firebird
School colors:
Hunter Green & Silver

Students are assigned
to the following
Assistant Principals:
Amy McAnarney

A—FA

Steve Heffernan

FE—LA

Amanda Faunce

LE—RI

Lisa Boyd

RO—Z

Students are assigned
to the following
counselors:
Bryan Duncan

A—FA

Sarah Leeser

FE—LA

Marc Conover

LE—RI

Ken Hile

RO—Z

Tina Mitchell

STAR

Ednice Metz

SOAR

