
May 2016 Update: Bond Issue Construction Reaches “Final Four” 

Lawrence Public Schools look forward to a different kind of “Final Four” this summer. When the 

school year ends, construction will begin on the final four projects funded by Lawrence voters’ 

approval of a $92.5 million school bond issue on April 2, 2013. The community’s investment has 

enabled Lawrence Public Schools to improve facilities, enhance technology and expand career 

and technical educational opportunities for students.   

USD 497 has completed 15 of 21 projects, including construction of the Lawrence College and 

Career Center and facility improvements at Cordley, Hillcrest, Kennedy, Langston Hughes, New 

York, Quail Run, Sunset Hill and Woodlawn Elementary Schools, all four middle schools and 

both high schools. All of the bond construction projects included the addition of a secure entry 

to the school, storm shelter areas, mechanical, electrical and plumbing upgrades, new door 

hardware and locking systems, and site improvements to parking areas, sidewalks, playgrounds 

and landscaping. 

Construction workers completed Woodlawn Elementary School’s project in January. Students 

and staff have already enjoyed spreading out and using their new classrooms, art and music 

rooms and learning pockets. The $2.4 million project at Woodlawn also included interior 

remodeling. 

Recently completed, Kennedy Elementary School’s $8.6 million project includes an office 

addition, new classrooms and learning pockets and remodeling of existing classrooms with the 

inclusion of flexible learning spaces.  

While Sunset Hill Elementary students and staff will finish the school year at East Heights, the 

school hosted staff tours, Kindergarten Roundup and an open house in April at Sunset Hill. 

These events showcased the completion of a $9.5 million project, including a re-oriented south 

side secure entry, office addition, new classrooms with storm shelter areas, new gymnasium, 

kitchen, dining commons and learning pockets. A library expansion and the remodeling of 

existing classrooms give the building the feel of a new school. Site improvements include a new 

driveway and parking. The project expanded Sunset Hill’s former capacity of 300 to 

accommodate more than 500 students, as the district makes room for growth.  

Lawrence High’s $4.3 million project added a secure entry at the main entrance through a 

remodel of the office and rotunda area. A cafeteria expansion and the addition of a new black 

box theater provide additional flexible learning space. The Chesty Lion statue has returned to 

its place of honor after a makeover. The school board has initiated a facility master planning 

process to identify other building needs and to plan future improvements to Lawrence High’s 

facility, built in 1954.  

Construction began in January at Schwegler and Deerfield Elementary Schools. Schwegler’s $3.2 

million project, to be completed in August, includes relocation of the office, a new art room 

with shelter area, renovated courtyard for improved outdoor learning experiences, a 



remodeled library media center and flexible learning spaces. Built originally as an open-space 

school, Deerfield’s $4 million project includes the addition of walls to classroom pods with 

adjacent flexible learning areas and a remodeled library media center with collaborative 

learning spaces. Scheduled for completion in December, Deerfield will receive a classroom 

addition with learning pockets and storm shelter area.  

The four remaining bond construction projects, to begin in June, will address needs at Broken 

Arrow, Prairie Park, Sunflower and Pinckney Elementary Schools. Broken Arrow’s $1.2 million in 

improvements, to be completed in August, consist of an accessible ramp to the gymnasium and 

commons, remodeled music room, interior paint and new flooring. Prairie Park’s $763,000 

project, also to be completed in August, includes interior improvements, flexible furniture for 

learning pods and restroom improvements.  

Sunflower Elementary’s $3.3 million project, to be completed in December, involves the 

construction of a classroom addition with learning pockets and storm shelter, interior 

improvements and a remodeled library media center and flexible learning space.  

The district will move Pinckney students and staff to East Heights during the 2016-17 school 

year, while their $6.8 million construction project takes place. Scheduled to be complete by July 

of 2017, Pinckney’s improvements include new classrooms, kitchen and dining commons, a re-

oriented entrance along Sixth Street with secure entry and office area, remodeling of existing 

classrooms and the library media center and the addition of learning pockets. Pinckney will 

celebrate its 85th anniversary when the school re-opens in August of 2017.  

The district plans to host its second Parade of Schools in the fall, inviting the community to tour 

recently completed facility improvement projects. 


