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TO: Board of Education 
CC: Scott McCullough, Dr. Rick Dole 
FROM: Lynne Braddock Zollner, Historic Resources Administrator    
DATE: April 6, 2016 
RE: Clinton Park Lawrence Register Nomination 
 
History 
Clinton Park is one of three parks that were shown on the original townsite plat of 1854.  The 
other two parks shown on the plat were South Park and Central Park now known as Watson 
Park.  The original Clinton Park was located on the western edge of the original plat between 
Illinois and Alabama streets to the east and west and between Penn (5th) and Pinckney (6th) 
streets to the north and south. The park property was approximately 4 acres.  Some research 
indicates that Central Park and Clinton Park were designated as parks because the large ravines 
that ran through each area made residential development unlikely at the time.  Pinckney 
School, both the 1871 structure and the 1930 structure, were constructed on lots to the east of 
Clinton Park that were platted for residential development. The City of Lawrence purchased 
additional property to the west of the original Clinton Park to enlarge the park area in the 
1960’s. In City Ordinance 1989 adopted in 1939, the city gave the exclusive use of a portion of 
the original Clinton Park to the School District for 99 years. 
 
The McCurdy house, located at 909 W 6th Street, was listed in the Lawrence Register of Historic 
Places in 1991.  The Pinckney School property is located in the 250’ context area, also known as 
the environs, of the McCurdy house.   Clinton Park and the school district property have been 
subject to review under Chapter 22 of the City Code since 1991.  A Certificate of 
Appropriateness is required for any exterior construction, alteration, or removal requiring a 
building permit.  In addition, a Certificate of Appropriateness is required for any demolition that 
requires a demolition permit. Design standards for review of a Certificate of Appropriateness are 
located in Chapter 22-505, 506, and 506.1. 
 
Background 
The initial application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for new addition for Pinckney School 
was submitted to the Planning Office on November 17, 2014.  Clinton Park is listed as a 
character defining element of the McCurdy house in the December 18, 2014 staff report for the 
project. The project was reviewed and approved by the Historic Resources Commission (HRC) 
on December 18, 2014 because it met the applicable standards identified in Chapter 22. 
 
On March 23, 2015 a Minor Subdivision application was submitted to the Planning Office.  This 
proposed plat reflected the conversations the city and school district had regarding the transfer 
of a portion of Clinton Park to the school district. The City Commission authorized the 
publication of intent to transfer the property owned by the city on April 14, 2015. The Lawrence 



 

Preservation Alliance (LPA) and the Pinckney Neighborhood Association contacted the city with 
concerns about the transfer of a portion of the original Clinton Park from city ownership.  The 
HRC received communications from the public about the proposed transfer at their April 16, 
2015 meeting. Based on this information, the HRC submitted a letter to the Lawrence City 
Commission identifying the historic significance of the park and requesting provisions in the 
transfer to protect the park. They also requested the commission initiate the process for 
designation of the park on the Lawrence Register of Historic Places prior to the completion of 
the land transfer. 
 
In order to facilitate the school district’s schedule for the Pinckney project, representatives from 
the school board, staff of the school district, city staff, and representatives from LPA and the 
Pinckney Neighborhood Association met at City Hall to discuss process, the need for the project, 
and the protection of the original portion of Clinton Park.  The group was in agreement that the 
Pinckney School project should proceed.  The discussion of the group primarily focused on how 
the original Clinton Park could be protected while the school district would receive ownership of 
a south portion of the property to continue the use of the area for the district.  
 
The group proposed the following compromises to keep the Pinckney project on schedule. 

1. The land transfer would move forward if approved by the City Commission. 
2. A “no build” easement would be placed on the portion of the land transferred to the 

school district that was part of the original Clinton Park.  
3. A “right of first refusal” to the City of Lawrence would be placed in the transfer deed. 
4. The city would proceed with the initiation of Landmark status for the entire original 

park site and the city would present the request to the School District for approval as 
an owner of the recently transferred area associated with the original park.   

 
The land transfer was completed and filed with the Register of Deeds. (Book 1128 Page 1518) 
 
Key Points 
If the Board agrees to give owner consent for the Landmark nomination of the portion of the 
original Clinton Park now owned by the district: 

1. The district retains all rights and ownership of the property. 
2. Only projects that require a building permit or demolition permit from the city will 

require review for the district property not located in the original Clinton Park. The 
property currently owned by the district is already subject to this review due to its 
location in the environs of the McCurdy House. The district has previously been through 
this review process. 

3. The existing approvals for the current project will not be affected in any way.  The 
historic review for this project has been reviewed and approved by the HRC in 
December 2014. All alterations shown on the site plan approved by the HRC including 
the proposed parking and fire access through the area will not be affected in any way 
by the designation. 

4. The portion of the original park to be designated is totally within the recorded “no 
build” easement. (See attached map) 

5. Landmark status will not require review of items such as the installation and relocating 
of playground equipment. 

 



 

The Lawrence Register of Historic Places is an honor roll that provides a mechanism to identify 
and conserve the distinctive historic and architectural characteristics and other historic 
resources of the city which represent elements of the city’s cultural, social, economic, political 
and architectural history. A primary goal of the HRC is to build a Register of properties which 
show the diversity and growth of Lawrence since its inception.  The nomination of this property 
is another step toward registering a wide variety of historic properties which together present a 
visual history of Lawrence’s past.  The goal of the Lawrence Register of Historic Places is to 
represent all socioeconomic strata that illustrate the diversity that has been prevalent in 
Lawrence since its inception. 
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