Pinckney Principal
Notes, July 2022
Pinckney Elementary, 810 W 6th, Lawrence, KS 785-832-5800

Upcoming Events
PTO meeting: July 31, 1:00 p.m. @ Clinton Park
Popsicles on Patio: Tuesday, August 16, 5:30 p.m.
Kindergarten 1/2 day Wednesday, August 17, 8:00-11:15
a.m.
First Day of School 1-5th grade: Thursday, August 18,
2022

Principal Introduction
It is an absolute pleasure to serve the Lawrence Pinckney community as the next head
principal. I have worked at the elementary, middle, and high school level here in the Lawrence
district for over 10 years.. I am committed to our Lawrence community and my goal is to
serve your students and families with dedication and authenticity.
My husband and I have two children (Emilia, 14, and Marco, 12) who have attended Broken
Arrow, Billy Mills, and Lawrence High School. When we are not enjoying our time in Lawrence
we enjoy traveling to be with our family in Puerto Rico.
Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns you may have.
Dr. Jennifer Schmitt
785-330-1765

5Ws of Multi Age Classrooms at Pinckney
THE “5WS” OF MULTIAGE CLASSROOMS
@ PINCKNEY ELEMENTARY
2022/23
WHO?
Pinckney will have 9 sections/classes for the 2022/23 school year, detailed below:
Kindergarten- 2 classes
1st Grade- 2 classes
2nd grade- 1 class
2nd /3rd- 1 class
3rd/4th- 1 class
4th/5th- 2 classes
WHAT?
Multiage classrooms take into account learners having different levels of competency and
needs outside of the parameter of a grade level. Teachers and administrators created rosters
that reflect many student considerations: social emotional skills, language learner needs,
math skills, ability to work with others, and other holistic data points.
Teachers have met this summer to plan classroom content that ensures all students learn
grade-level standards and lesson plans to teach those standards to mastery.
WHEN?

The USD 497 School Board voted, on March 28, 2022, to utilize multiage classrooms as part of
district-wide budget cuts in the amount of $6.4 million.
Elementary schools will publish their class rosters on August 11, 2022.
WHERE?
Broken Arrow, Deerfield, New York, Prairie Park, Pinckney, Quail Run, Sunflower and Woodlaw
are utilizing multiage classrooms to adjust for reduction in enrollment/staff and to create
budgetarily sound shifts to keep our neighborhood schools open.
WHY?
In choosing this model for our multiage classrooms, Pinckney teachers and administrators
considered class size, age group needs, building capacity and staff numbers in adoption of the
current model. As we work through this year’s changes, we ask that questions regarding
students or classrooms are directed to classroom teachers and Dr. Schmitt.

