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OUR SUBCOMMITTEE’S CHARGES 

Our subcommittee’s task was to: 

1. Review educational research with regard to elementary school size.  

2. Review educational research with regard to class size and the appropriate staffing for 

an elementary school. 

3. Review the history of current facilities, reflecting on when and why the community 

constructed these facilities. This review shall include a look at the educational 

programming existing at various times of construction. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The strong consensus of the subcommittee is that a number of factors other than school 

size or class size are significantly more important to student success in our elementary schools.  

These other factors include the implementation of research-based best practices in classroom 

instruction, the delivery of effective instruction and behavior management by teachers who are 

passionate about what they do and who have appropriate training and support, the diversity of 

students being served (e.g., students with disabilities, English Language Learners, SES status), 

and overall resources to meet the learning needs of each and every student. 

 

School Size Research 

School size, while important, is not as essential to student achievement as are a number 

of other factors, primarily those related to quality teaching and effective teacher/student 

relationships. 

The research on school size primarily looks at districts with much larger school 

populations than USD 497.  According to the size definitions used by most of the research we 

reviewed, Lawrence schools fall into the small-to-medium school range (300 to 500 students).  

The District does not have any schools that would be considered large by research definitions 

(800-plus students).   

To the extent that school size affects student achievement, the research generally 

indicates that the students who benefit the most from smaller schools are those with special 

needs or challenges—e.g., students with disabilities, low SES and ELL students.  With respect to 

the research, however, ―small‖ is a somewhat relative term.  Schools with student populations 

around 300 children can successfully provide an effective blend of efficiency and academic 

benefit, particularly for students with special needs or challenges. 

With respect to planning and designing new elementary schools for our community, our 

subcommittee supports targeting a student body size of approximately 300 to 500 students. 
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Class Size Research 

Class size alone is not as important to student achievement as other factors such as 

quality teaching and effective teacher/student relationships.  Research results on the relationship 

of class size to student achievement are inconsistent and do not lead to a universal or absolute 

number of students per classroom.   

Conventional wisdom is that smaller class size is better for student learning.  The 

empirical evidence, however, does not universally support this assertion and is challenging to 

interpret.  Class size must be considered within the context of educational practices.  Reducing 

class sizes from, for example, 25 students to 15 students, has minimal effects on student 

achievement.  However, smaller and more reasonably sized classrooms are more conducive to 

the implementation of quality educational practices. 

The vast majority of elementary classrooms in the District fall within the range of 15 to 

25 students.  The school-wide average of class sizes throughout the District ranges from 17.6 

students at Wakarusa Valley to 24.3 students at Hillcrest.  Going forward, the Board should be 

mindful that the optimum class size is dependent on the composition of students in the 

classroom; therefore, as with school size, certain student populations may benefit from classes 

trending toward the lower end of the ranges set out in current District policy (13 to 17 students in 

kindergarten through 3
rd

 grade; 18 to 26 students in 4
th

 through 6
th

 grade).  Also, the Board 

should strive to ensure that resources flow to individual classrooms according to the needs of the 

District’s students. 

 

Best Practices 

 If school and class size are not the most important inputs to raise student achievement, 

then what interventions really matter?  Research supports a number of other considerations. 

• Attracting, developing, and retaining high quality teachers 

• Improving teacher quality and clarity in the classroom 

• Strengthening teacher-student relationships  

• Streamlining cooperative learning practices across the District 

• Employing multi-tiered teaching and instructional interventions 

Such efforts could include: 

o Exploring district-wide evidence-based literacy and mathematic interventions 

tied to tier-based instruction. 

o Partnering with KU – Center for Research on Learning to explore 

development, research and implementation opportunities to enhance 

instructional practices (e.g., external funding). 
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o Supporting system-wide effective professional development to ensure 

successful systematic interventions are put into place. 

 

• Expanding full-day kindergarten to all the District’s elementary schools 

• Creating environments that encourage and promote meaningful parent involvement in 

each school, particularly at the K-3 level.   

Such efforts could include: 

o Exploring community partnerships to support/increase parent involvement—

Douglas County Dads, Community Mercantile, WellCommons, KU Athletics. 

o Partnering with KU—Institute for Educational Research to explore grants to 

support parent involvement 

o Supporting the parental involvement structure of Head Start Parents as they 

transition to Public Schools—Mentors from other elementary PTAs 

 

• Expanding Early Childhood opportunities 

Ensuring that all children come to school ready to learn closes the achievement gap at 

kindergarten and is a more cost-effective strategy than remedial interventions.  Such 

efforts could include: 

o Explore public-private partnerships to expand full-day kindergarten at elementary 

schools.  

o Explore/expand the blended funding of Head Start, 4-Year old at-risk, Pre-K 

monies for school-based pre-school.  

o Support Parents as Teachers, Douglas County Health Department home visitation 

programs.   

o Explore grant funding for early childhood programming and community-based 

strategies.   
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http://www.usd497.org/Schools/
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Elementary School Date 

Opened

Lot Size 

(In 

Acres)

Enrollment 

Sept. 2009
1

Enrollment Sept. 

2010

Projected 

Enrollment K-5 

2011-2012
2

# FRL Oct. 

2010
3

% FRL 

Oct. 2010
3

% FRL 

2009-

2010
4

Special Programs 2010-2011 Needed Capital 

Improvements
5

1  Cordley Elementary 1915 3.46 315 296 269 121 40.20% 47.15% ESL cluster site; full-day kindergarten $1.52 million

2  Woodlawn Elementary 1924 5.1 240 240 220 150 61.5% 64.73% Full-day kindergarten $70,000 

3  Pinckney Elementary 1931 2.7 275 270 230 160 58.0% 56.27% Full-day kindergarten $350,000 

4  New York Elementary 1937 3.3 135 200 187 149 74.5% 60.13% Full-day kindergarten; BEST program 

(Behavioral & Emotional Support 

Team)

$330,000 

5  Hillcrest Elementary 1953 5.3 329 385 338 229 58.0% 54.33% ESL cluster site; full-day kindergarten $460,000 

6  Sunset Hill Elementary 1955 9 292 290 251 124 42.6% 42.96% $615,000 

7  Schwegler Elementary 1957 7.7 385 403 371 237 57.5% 50.38% Full-day kindergarten; ESL site for 

zoned students

$195,000 

8  Wakarusa Valley 

Elementary

1960 10 214 194 169 86 44.6% 39.72% $300,000 

9  Kennedy Elementary 1960 6.7 336 265 232 208 79.4% 77.58% Pre-K; full-day kindergarten $525,000 

10  Broken Arrow Elementary 1968 8 272 283 230 133 46.5% 47.97% None

11  Deerfield Elementary 1968 9.46 502 528 472 114 21.6% 18.92% $170,000 

12  Quail Run Elementary 1988 15 473 474 426 80 16.9% 16.46% Autism cluster site $60,000 

13  Prairie Park Elementary 1994 15.4 427 416 349 183 43.8% 42.82% Full-day kindergarten; Autism cluster 

site

$170,000 

14  Sunflower Elementary 1994 15 482 480 421 156 32.0% 28.63% BEST Program (Behavioral & 

Emotional Support Team); ESL site for 

zoned students

$165,000 

15  Langston Hughes 

Elementary

2000 50.2 508 519 473 54 10.4% 8.84% $150,000 

1 Per Gould Evans PowerPoint presentation, August 16, 2010 4 2009-2010 Kansas State Department of Education Report Card

2 USD 497 Preliminary Enrollment Projections 2011 3 Data as of October 19, 2010, provided by Frank Harwood

5 USD 497 Capital Plan October 2009, available at  http://www2.usd497.org/AboutUs/MeetTheSchoolBoard/Agenda/2009.10Archives/documents/20091123/capitalplan.Pdf

 





 

Figure 5 

 

KU Enrollment 

Another point that should be made regarding the nature of the population in Lawrence is the enrollment at 
the University of Kansas.  It has been an ongoing struggle trying to determine if KU students are or should be 
counted as part of Lawrence’s population.  Starting in 1950, the US Census has leaned toward counting 
students based on where they attend college.  However, this has never been as clear as it might be such that 
some students are counted one place while others are counted at their parent’s house and some students are 
counted twice.  However, it is useful to at least compare the KU enrollment and realize that those students 
were here much of the time and lived in residences on campus and off. 

KU’s enrollment was just over 4,000 in 1940, an enrollment it had basically maintained since the mid 1920s.  
With the return of veterans after the war, enrollment increased by forty‐two percent to just over 7,000 in 
1950.  Through the 50s the enrollment increased by twenty‐four percent to 9,325.  As the baby boom children 
began to hit college age, enrollment shot up by forty‐eight percent in the 60s to 17,947 in 1970.  Growth 
continued through the 70s by twenty‐six percent reaching 24,466 by 1980.  Enrollment at the Lawrence 
campus (including the Edwards Campus after 1993) has maintained around this figure growing to 26,826 in 
2009 (see Figure 6). 
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Figure 6 

Whether these students were counted in whole or in part as Lawrence residents, the relative comparison is 
still valid in showing the significance of KU students in Lawrence housing.  Where the KU enrollment equaled 
about 28 percent of Lawrence’s population in 1940, this figure grew to 46 percent by 1980 before dropping off 
again to today’s figure of 29 percent (see Figure 7). 

 

Figure 7 

 

Unification 

Beyond the increase in population, Kansas in the early 1960s went through a fundamental switch in how our 
schools were organized.  Much of what follows in this section is taken from an article in a journal published in 
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Figure 8 Schools as of World War II 

1967 by the then Superintendent of Schools in Kansas W.C. Kampschroeder.  The article is an interesting 
description of the history of the organization of 
Kansas schools and the many attempts to reduce 
the number of districts.  A copy of this article is 
attached. 

At the turn of the twentieth century Kansas had 
9,284 school districts, most of them one teacher 
elementary school districts.  By 1942 this number 
had fallen, but there were still 8,142 districts.  As 
high school education had become more common, 
there were a number of high school only districts.  
By 1958, there was a total of 2,794 school districts 
in the state.  The average enrollment was 158 
pupils for an entire district.  Of these, 1,909 
districts provided only elementary education and 
these had an average enrollment of 70 pupils.  The 330 districts providing only high school education had an 
average enrollment of 129 students. 

 There had been numerous attempts by the state to unify schools.  A 1945 legislative attempt at unification 
was nullified by the courts.  Another attempt at unification was made in 1961 but was again nullified by the 
courts.  The legislature tried again and successfully passed legislation in 1963 with refinements passed in 1965.  
Ultimately, this lead to reducing the number of districts to 311 in 1969. 

 The unification legislation included a provision that allowed city districts that operated a high school to 
petition the state to form a unified district that included that city’s “trade area.”  It is believed that this is what 
Lawrence did and that it moved forward with unification in 1965.  It would be at this point that the district 
absorbed the area township elementary schools that had been part of separate township school districts.  
These schools included Grant, Wakarusa Valley, Riverside, India and Kaw Valley. 

Phase I: Pre World War II 

Our four longest‐serving schools make up the Pre World 
War II category.  These are Cordley (1916), New York 
(original 1890, current building 1937), Pinckney (original 
1872, current building 1931) and Woodlawn (originally 
1923, current building 1925).  In addition, there was a fifth 
school, McAllister that was located behind the current 
Central Junior High.  These were all built when Lawrence 
was less than 15,000 in population.  Each has an average 
lot size of 3.5 acres and had an average of about 17,000 
square feet at the end of the 1940s.  These four schools 
were typically multiple stories and were built for a fairly 
homogenous population with very few disabled children.  
The classroom teacher was responsible for any art or music 
programming and students usually went home for lunch. 



Table 2: Numbers of Elementary Schools Shown by Category 
# of Schools  70‐71  80‐81  90‐91  00‐01  10‐11 
   Pre WWII  4  4  4  4  4 
   1950 to 1968  8  8  8  8  6 
   Township  4  4  4  3  1 
   1986‐Present  0  0  1  4  4 

Total:  16  16  17  19  15 

Table 3: Elementary Enrollment Shown by Category of School 
Enrollment  70‐71  80‐81  90‐91  00‐01  10‐11 
   Pre WWII  1,045  816  933  777  1,006 
   1950 to 1968  2,803  2,478  3,044  2,602  2,154 
   Township  581  494  548  451  194 
   1986‐Present  0  0  550  1,527  1,889 

Total:  4,429  3,788  5,075  5,357  5,243 

Table 4: Average Elementary School Enrollment Shown by Category of School 
Avg Enrollment  70‐71  80‐81  90‐91  00‐01  10‐11 
   Pre WWII  261  204  233  194  252 
   1950 to 1968  350  310  381  325  359 
   Township  145  124  137  150  194 
   1986‐Present  ‐  ‐  550  382  472 

Overall:  277  237  299  282  350 
 

Table 5: Elementary Schools in Order of Enrollment Size 
(note that each row does not show the same school all the way 

across but shows the range of school enrollment over time) 
70‐71  80‐81  90‐91  00‐01  10‐11 

85  43  81  60  194 
153  103  127  130  200 
168  112  167  148  240 
175  156  170  150  265 
207  160  170  178  270 
258  179  173  182  283 
285  201  184  183  290 
295  275  276  217  296 
298  282  317  261  385 
305  303  320  261  403 
312  310  346  262  416 
319  312  368  323  474 
343  316  372  328  480 
379  332  388  364  519 
390  341  521  423  528 
457  363  545  433 

550  462 
493 
499 

 



The Schools: 

 
Cordley 1915  
 
Cordley Elementary School has the distinction of being the oldest elementary school building still in 
operation in Lawrence.  It sits on 3.46 acres of land in central Lawrence, just east of The University of 
Kansas campus.  The school bears the name of Richard Cordley, D.D., an abolitionist minister at 
Plymouth Congregational Church for 38 years and a survivor of Quantrill's 1863 raid on Lawrence, 
who went on to help rebuild the town and serve as a member and president of the Lawrence Board 
of Education for numerous years.  
 
The original Cordley structure, built in 1915, was two stories in height and faced 19th Street.  Over 
the years, the district made two substantial additions to the building:  adding a third floor in 1928; 
and in 1950 constructing single story addition to the east and north of the original structure, 
consisting of classrooms and a new gymnasium‐lunchroom.  With the 1950 addition, the school’s 
main entrance was moved to face Vermont Street.  Thus the building has remained from 1951 until 
today, with many renovations required over the years to keep the building in good condition. 
 
At various times, Cordley has been a special education center as well as a site for the district’s autism 
cluster program and its Behavioral and Emotional Support Team (BEST) program.  Today, Cordley 
offers a full‐day kindergarten program. In addition, as one of two ESL cluster sites in the district, 
Cordley provides English as a Second Language services to English Language Learners.1  Students 
attending this ESL cluster site live north of 15th Street. 
 
Woodlawn 1924  
 
Woodlawn Elementary School, located on 5.1 acres of land in North Lawrence, has a long history and 
can trace its roots back to the earliest settlements in the area. Initially named Fifth Ward School, the 
original building burned to the ground in 1923, and a new building was constructed in 1924.  At that 
time, the building consisted of a large auditorium (gymnasium), kindergarten, library, eight standard 
classrooms, office, clinic, and playground.2  A new addition was completed in 1961 to accommodate 
students from Lincoln School, who were moved to Woodlawn starting in 1955 to comply with the 
Supreme Court’s school integration decision in Brown v. Board of Education.   
 
Woodlawn is one of five elementary schools in the district that offers full‐day kindergarten.   
 

                                                            
1 Notably, every teacher at Cordley, and at each of the other schools with ESL programs (Hillcrest, a cluster site; 
Schwegler; and Sunflower), is required to hold an ESL endorsement.   
2  Comments made at the time indicated that the building was built to “last fifty years.” 



Pinckney 1931 (present facility)  
 
The original Pinckney school was built in 1872, on land that was part of a land grant issued before the 
town of Lawrence was founded.  Pinckney Elementary School bears the name of Charles Coatesworth 
Pinckney, a Revolutionary War hero who helped write the U.S. Constitution and was a two‐time 
Federalist Party presidential candidate from South Carolina.  
 
Located on 2.7 acres of land in Old West Lawrence, the present building, constructed on Pinckney 
Street (now known as 6th Street) in 1931 directly behind the original building, remains one of the 
earliest school sites in Lawrence.  Attendance at the school in its opening year was 392 students, with 
a principal and nine teachers on the staff.   
 
Many changes have been made over the years to the current Pinckney building.  As enrollment kept 
growing, the original library and craft rooms were made into classrooms.  Then, portable rooms were 
placed behind the school, the first in 1944, as enrollment grew to about 500.  In 1951 rooms were 
rented in a church at 601 Maine to house 4 sections of kindergarten.  In 1957 the present gym was 
built, and the original gym was made into three classrooms (kindergarten and one of the first grade 
rooms) and the library.  Up until that time, any student staying at school for lunch ate in a basement 
lunchroom.  Other renovations over the years have included: 

• Early 1980s:  carpeting was added to classrooms when the building became the location of 
the district’s hearing impaired classroom 

• 1991:  the Pinckney Library was dedicated as the Langston Hughes Library for Children 
• 1996:  the gym was named the “Gary Freeman Gym,” to honor Mr. Freeman, who was the 

principal at Pinckney School from 1973 to 1996.  Also, that year the library was renovated, 
expanding into an adjacent classroom and adding a computer lab within the library space.  
Air conditioning also was added, requiring that a drop ceiling be installed to hide the 
necessary ductwork 

• 1997:  the Jesse Milan preschool classroom was dedicated in 1997 and a playground 
installed to the east of the building for these children3 

• 1999:  the district constructed a new addition to Pinckney that changed the orientation of 
the building by moving the administrative offices to the east side.  Two new classrooms on 
the second floor were also added along with two new restrooms and an elevator to 
accommodate the inclusion educational model.  The gym stage was lost as part of this 
renovation. The old office spaces on the south side of the building were renovated and 
turned into a teacher workroom. The art room was moved from a classroom space into 
the old teacher workroom, which was renovated to fit the requirements of the art 
program.  The kiln was moved from the basement into the original kitchen space.  
 

Pinckney provides one of the district’s five full‐day kindergarten programs. 
 
New York 1937  
 
New York Elementary School was established in 1869.  New York is one of the earliest schools 
founded in Lawrence located in one of its most historic neighborhoods. Although the original building 

                                                            
3 . In 2003, all preschools in the district were moved to the East Heights building; in 2010 the preschool program 
was moved from East Heights to Kennedy. 



no longer exists, the original location remains the same.  Situated on 3.3 acres of land just a few 
blocks east of downtown Lawrence, the present school, built in 1937, shares the name of the street 
on which it is located.  
 
The school structure completed in 1937 forms the core of the current building.  Four classrooms that 
make up the north end of the main hallway were added in 1955.  The most recent and most extensive 
addition/renovation was completed in May 1996.  The gymnasium and kitchen were added and the 
old gym was converted into the media center with a mezzanine computer lab.  New windows, 
lighting, doors, and air conditioning were included in the renovations.  The Shelley Miller Memorial 
Community and School Kitchen was completed and dedicated and the Dorothy Macgregor room was 
rededicated.  In addition, the office area was refurbished.  
 
New York Elementary offers full‐day kindergarten.  Also, New York Elementary is one of two sites for 
the district’s BEST program.4 
 
Hillcrest 1953  
 
Sitting atop a hill on 5.3 acres of land, Hillcrest Elementary School, built in 1953, is located in central 
Lawrence just west of The University of Kansas.  Hillcrest shares its name with the surrounding 
neighborhood.   
 
At one time, Hillcrest was a special education center for the district.  Today, Hillcrest provides full‐day 
kindergarten.  In addition, as one of two ESL cluster sites, Hillcrest provides English as a Second 
Language services to English Language Learners.  Hillcrest was the first, and for many years the only, 
ESL cluster program in the district.  The ESL cluster at Hillcrest draws its students from the area south 
of 15th Street, as well as students living in the attendance zones for Sunset Hill and Quail Run schools. 
 
Sunset Hill 1955  
 
Built in 1955, Sunset Hill Elementary School sits on 9 acres of land in west‐central Lawrence. It was 
named for the housing development that surrounds the school.  
 
Schwegler 1957  
 
Built in 1957, Schwegler Elementary School is located in central Lawrence on 7.7 acres of land a few 
blocks south and west of The University of Kansas' main campus.  The school bears the name of 
Raymond A. Schwegler, dean of KU's College of Education from 1907 to 1946.  Schwegler opened in 
1957 as a four‐room school serving 100 students.  Student population growth has been steady and 
consistent, requiring six additions to the original structure over the years.  The most recent and 
largest addition was completed in 1988 and doubled the square footage of the school to its present 
51,000 square feet.  
 

                                                            
4 Unlike the autism cluster sites, which have been selected based on the location of feeder schools to specific 
junior high schools in the district, the BEST programs are not required to feed into any particular junior high 
school.  Junior and senior high students receive these services at Bert Nash. 



At one time, the district located one of its BEST programs at Schwegler.  Today, Schwegler is one of 
five elementary schools in the district to provide full‐day kindergarten.  Also, because of the number 
of students within Schwegler’s attendance zone who require ESL services, the school has an ESL 
program serving students who attend Schwegler from within that zone. 
 
Wakarusa Valley 1960  
 
Wakarusa Valley Elementary School was built in 1960 on 10 acres of land located outside Lawrence's 
city limits in the valley south of the Wakarusa River for which the school was named. 
 
Kennedy 1960  
 
Originally opening its doors in January 1961 as Southeast Elementary School, the school was quickly 
renamed “Kennedy Elementary School” to honor Miss Opal Jayne Kennedy, who retired in 1961 after 
50 years as a teacher and principal in Lawrence and Douglas County.  Kennedy school is located on 
6.7 acres of land in eastern Lawrence near the Douglas County Fairgrounds.   
 
In addition to providing a full‐day kindergarten, Kennedy houses the district’s Early Childhood/Pre‐K 
program.  A large number of students in the Early Childhood program live in the neighborhoods 
surrounding Kennedy school. 
 
Broken Arrow 1968  
 
Built in 1968, Broken Arrow Elementary School sits on 8 acres of land adjacent to South Junior High 
School and Broken Arrow Park in south central Lawrence. The United States Bureau of Indian Affairs 
donated the land through the Haskell Institute (now Haskell Indian Nations University). The school's 
name, Broken Arrow, is considered a sign of peace and was suggested to honor the Native American 
background of the land.  
 
Deerfield 1968  
 
Built in 1968 and located on 9.46 acres in northwestern Lawrence in what was then a meadow, 
Deerfield Elementary School’s name is said to have come from the frequent sightings of deer in the 
vicinity.  
 
Quail Run 1988  
 
Built in 1987 on 15 wooded acres of land in western Lawrence, Quail Run Elementary was named for 
the subdivision that surrounds it.   
 
  The district currently operates one of its two autism cluster programs at Quail Run.  The 
district’s two autism cluster programs are located at Quail Run and Prairie Park so that these students 
will feed into the autism programs at South and Southwest Junior High Schools. 
 



Sunflower 1994  
 
Built in 1994, Sunflower Elementary School sits on 15 acres of land in southwest Lawrence adjacent 
to the Southwest Junior High School campus.  School district officials utilized community input during 
the naming process, and the inspiration for the name came from the sunflower field which formerly 
existed at the site where the school now is located.  
 
The school is divided into four learning areas arranged around a library‐media center.  This floor plan 
allows students to work cooperatively on projects. 
 
Sunflower is currently one of the sites in the district for the BEST program; the other site is New York 
school.  Also, because of the number of students within Sunflower’s attendance zone who require ESL 
services, the school has an ESL program serving students who attend Sunflower from within that 
zone. 
 
Prairie Park 1994  
 
Built in 1994, Prairie Park Elementary School replaced India‐Kaw Valley school.  It sits on 15.4 acres of 
land on the southeast side of Lawrence near the nature preserve which includes several acres of 
natural prairie land.  The school's name comes from the subdivision and park located around the 
school.  
 
Prairie Park offers full‐day kindergarten.  In addition, Prairie Park is the site of the second of the 
district’s two autism cluster programs.  These programs are located at Prairie Park and Quail Run so 
that students in the cluster programs will feed into the autism programs at South and Southwest 
Junior High Schools. 
 
Langston Hughes 2000  
 
Langston Hughes Elementary School opened in 2000 on a portion of 50 acres of land located west of 
Lawrence that was purchased by the Lawrence Board of Education in 1986.  Originally, the school 
district had plans to build a second high school on these 50 acres.  The board later decided to build 
the second high school in a different location, and this land was used for the district's newest 
elementary school. The school, which is built to accommodate 500 students, opened with 178 
students. It was anticipated at its opening that the school would be at capacity in 3 to 5 years.  
 
After much public input and discussion, the board of education voted to name the new school 
"Langston Hughes Elementary." Author and poet, Langston Hughes, spent much of his early childhood 
in Lawrence, Kansas.  As a child he attended Pinckney, New York, and Central schools before moving 
to Illinois at age thirteen.  As an adult living in Harlem, New York, Langston Hughes became nationally 
recognized for his writings, which were rooted in his African American experience.  
 
  In the past, the Langston Hughes housed one of the district’s autism cluster programs.  
Currently, Langston Hughes does not house any special education cluster or ESL programs. 
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