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Lawrence Free State High School 

seniors Jillian Schuler (Cherokee) as Head 

Lady Dancer and Chaske Frank (Navajo/

Forrest County Potawatomi) as Head 

Man Dancer enter the arena during 

Grand Entry of the Celebrating Education 

Powwow on April 18, 2015, in the 

Lawrence High School gymnasium. LHS’s 

Inter-Tribal Club and Free State High’s 

Native Club sponsored the event. FSHS 

senior Rebecca Shields, LHS sophomore 

Angel Ross, club sponsor Andrea 

Spotted Horse and LHS sophomore 

Madison McKinney watch the dancers. 

At left: Shawl dancers Shelby and Sara 

Bointy, Prairie Park Elementary School 

fifth and third grade students, and Evelyn 

Spotted Horse, New York Elementary 

School fifth-grader, perform as part of the 

Powwow’s Jr. Girls Fancy Shawl category. 

Above: Chaske Frank and his 

sister, Elaine Frank, participate in 

the two-step, a fun way to involve 

dancers in the powwow. Photos 

by Lawrence Journal-World.
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LAWRENCE BOARD OF EDUCATION GOALS
In order to achieve educational excellence 

and equity for students of all races and 

backgrounds, the Lawrence Board of Education 

and superintendent will establish a learning 

climate of high expectations, set annual equity 

and achievement goals, and charge district- 

and school-level teams with responsibilities for 

developing strategies to eliminate achievement 

disparities, while improving achievement for all 

students.

MISSION: 

Lawrence USD 497 is a learning community 

committed to ensuring educational equity 

and excellence so that students of all races 

and backgrounds achieve at high levels and 

graduate prepared for success in college, 

careers and life in a diverse and rapidly 

changing world.

VISION: 

The school board, administration, teachers and 

staff build positive relationships, seek multiple 

perspectives, set high expectations and hold 

each other accountable for ensuring that 

through equitable access to rigorous, culturally 

relevant and seamlessly aligned curriculum 

and effective, research-based instruction, all 

students achieve at high levels, graduate on 

time and are well prepared for their future. 

GOALS
EXCELLENCE: Raise the achievement of all students.

EQUITY: Raise achievement for all students, while 
closing achievement gaps.

ENGAGEMENT: Develop a learning community of school, 
family and community partnerships committed to ensuring 
educational equity and excellence so that all students achieve at 
high levels and graduate prepared for success in college, careers 
and life.

2014-2015 Goal Areas

1. Develop and align district 
expectations for curriculum and 
instruction in order to raise the 
achievement of all students.

Areas of Focus: Career and 
Technical Education, Virtual 
Education, Adult Education, 
Blended Learning, Advanced 
Placement (AP) Capstone, 
Kansas College and Career 
Ready Standards (KCCRS), 
Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID), 
Elementary Foreign Language, 
K-5 English Language Arts, 
Dual Credit, and School 
Instructional Schedules

2. Enhance student wellness 
by integrating supports and 
services across the district.

Areas of Focus: Counseling, Social 
Work and Mental Health Services; 
Food Service and Healthy Living 
Initiatives, and Physical and 
Nutritional Health Curriculum.

3. Deliver a differentiated and 
comprehensive professional 

development plan to support best 
practices in instructional methods.

Areas of Focus: Certified 
Evaluation Tool, Professional 
Development Walk-Through 
Tool, and Technology Integration 

4. Expand communication and 
community connections through 
increased engagement.

Areas of Focus: Communications, 
Community Engagement, and 
District and School Websites

5. Deliver quality programs 
and services.

Areas of Focus: Integrated 
Management Systems, Personnel, 
School Finance and Policy, and 
Equity Team Development

6. Create high quality and adaptable 
district facilities to meet the 
diverse 21st century educational 
program needs of all students and 
to enhance student achievement.

Areas of Focus: Bond 
Construction, Facility Planning 
and Progress, Safety and Security, 
and Technology Access
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Growing up in a musical family, 
Sara Bonner gained the inspiration 
she needed to cement her future in 
music by participating in a European 
Choir Tour of seven countries in six 
weeks while attending college. 

“I thought I could live without 
‘doing music’ every day. Experiencing 
the live history in architecture and 
music inspired and created in me 
a yearning for more knowledge. I 
decided to let music guide my steps 
and my future,” Bonner said.

The 2015 Lawrence Elementary 
Teacher of the Year, Bonner instructs 
seven classes daily, teaching 500 
students every three days at Deerfield 
Elementary School. There she has 
engaged students in roles as musicians, 
while singing, playing instruments 
and listening to, analyzing, moving 
to and composing music together for 
24 years. She also taught one year 
in Hesston, Kansas, and earned her 
bachelor’s degree at Bethel College and 
her master’s at Wichita State University. 

“Sara is an amazing music educator. 
A leader among her peers, she often 
paves the way for new and innovative 
ways to teach music that are engaging, 

collaborative and fun for all students,” 
said Joni Appleman, principal. “She is 
incredibly passionate about instilling 
in children a love of music, from 
their first day in kindergarten to their 
last day of fifth grade. Her students 
carry this strong musical foundation 
into middle school and beyond.”  

Bonner has mentored many aspiring 
teachers throughout her career and says 

that she finds great reward as teachers 
with whom she has worked continue to 
grow and share their own experiences. 

“My hope is that their students 
will benefit from their teaching 
skills and passion and that they will 
develop into teachers who also mentor 
others. Teaching, for me, is a way of 
life. It forges friendships, my love of 
children and discovery,” she said.

Seeing Music Education 
as a Way of Life

2015 ELEMENTARY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

“She is incredibly passionate 

about instilling in children 

a love of music…”
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A self-described Army brat, Lucinda 
Crenshaw says that she followed her 
father from post to post, never entering 
a new school at the same point that 
she’d left an old one and spending her 
entire academic career catching up or 
waiting for classmates to catch up. Yet, 
in school, she says, she found her place. 

A risk-taker herself, Crenshaw ensures 
her students feel accepted and safe, 
willing to take their own risks to learn. 
She describes drawing her students 
into a critical learning community, one 
that is comfortable with not knowing 
everything and willing to discover ways 
to find answers, while enjoying the 
process.

A 30-year teaching veteran and the 
2015 Lawrence Secondary Teacher of 
the Year, Crenshaw challenges students 
who enter her science classroom at West 
Middle School to think beyond “I can’t.” 
and “I don’t know.” She urges students 
to try, to guess, to question, to discuss 
and to make mistakes.

Crenshaw guides her students in 
presenting information to their peers 
and leading class discussions, sharing 
and elaborating on what they’ve 
discovered. She says that students ask 
each other clarifying questions about 
their findings and understandings in 
order to reach a class consensus for what 
was learned or understood together. 

“This organically introduces new key 
vocabulary or concepts, fosters review 
of previous knowledge applied to a 

new setting or purpose, and leads to 
further areas of investigation. Students 
take ownership of this learning 
progression,” Crenshaw said. 

Earning her bachelor’s degree 
at Southwestern College and her 
master’s at Wichita State University, 
Crenshaw taught four years at the 
elementary level in Langdon, Turon 
and Kansas City, Kan., before joining 
the Lawrence school district. She taught 
eleven years at Deerfield Elementary 
School before joining West’s faculty. A 
former president of the local teachers’ 
organization, the Lawrence Education 
Association, Crenshaw has twice 
earned National Board Certification. 

“Lucinda’s passion for teaching and 
learning has impacted every aspect of 
the West Middle School community,” 
said Myron Melton, principal. “Her 
planning, preparation and attention 
to detail are impeccable.  Students in 
her classroom are routinely exposed 
to learning opportunities that are 
engaging, relevant and challenging.  
She stretches students to become 
problem solvers and collaborators and 
helps them make connections to ‘real- 
world’ applications.”

USD 497 nominates both of its 
Lawrence Teachers of the Year to the 
Kansas Teacher of the Year Program 
sponsored by the Kansas State 
Department of Education. Truity Credit 
Union, a LEAP partner, gave each 
teacher $1,000.

Engaging Youth in 
Learning to Love Science
“Students in her classroom are 

routinely exposed to learning 

opportunities that are engaging, 

relevant and challenging.”

Photo by Diane Guthrie

2015 SECONDARY TEACHER OF THE YEAR
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LDCP Opens Doors, Provides Options
Jacob Atwood says going back to 

school as an adult – he’s 30 years old 
– can be overwhelming; he found it 
also can be worth it.  Atwood earned 
his Lawrence High School diploma 
in January through the Lawrence 
Diploma-Completion Program 
(LDCP) at USD 497’s Centennial Adult 
Education Center, 2145 Louisiana St. 

“You’ve been out of school for a 
number of years. You walk in with 
low confidence. You see younger 
students and you don’t know if you 
can keep up with them,” Atwood said. 
“The program is challenging, but very 
applicable. If you plug in with the 
teachers and the online curriculum one 
step at a time, I think anyone of any age 
from any demographic and all walks of 
life can get it done,” he said.

Atwood attended the ninth and 
tenth grades at two high schools in 
Topeka. During that time, he worked 
full- and part-time jobs to help his 
family pay the bills. “It was hard for 
the teachers to build a relationship 
with me because I was skipping classes 

to work or to sleep because I was tired 
from working,” he said of dropping out 
of high school as a sophomore.

In 2006, Atwood tried LDCP. He 
earned one course credit, but didn’t 
stick with it, viewing completion of the 
23 semester credits he needed to earn 
a diploma as insurmountable. Atwood 
says the teachers, especially LDCP 
teacher Kelly Moomau who gave him a 
lot of support, continued to reach out 
to him, prompting his return to the 
program in January of 2012.

“That’s when I really plugged into 
the school. I did a lot of work from 
home on my laptop and in class when I 
needed help,” Atwood said. “I expected 
to be able to work at my own pace, but 
something that I enjoyed is the teachers 
working with me on goals. If I went a 
couple of weeks without showing up, 
they’d call and check on me.”  

Atwood completed his credits 
while working as the lead server at 
Mad Greek restaurant, but he doesn’t 
view his diploma as the reward. 
“What they say about success being 

a journey not a destination is true. 
This is an accomplishment that has 
built confidence in me. I’ll be able to 
take the next steps now, taking college 
classes and getting my pre-requisites at 
Johnson County Community College. 
That’s the path to finding the career I 
want to have someday. It has opened a 
lot of doors,” Atwood said. 

After committing to his fiancé that 
he would graduate before they married, 
Atwood also is planning a wedding in 
June. “I needed to prove to myself that 
I could complete something. People 
around me got to see me grow and see 
my confidence build,” he said. 

“In the beginning I was fighting it 
tooth and nail. I thought I was too old, 
too hard headed. I can’t learn,” he said. 
“The relationships with the teachers 
and others who were invested in me, 
pushed me forward. Ultimately, I had 
to do the work, but there was a lot of 
support along the way.”

Atwood’s career interests involve 
leadership, communication and 
helping others realize goals. His advice 

for adults thinking about completing 
their high school diploma: “Maybe you 
don’t think you have the confidence, 
the time or the resources, but that’s 
what’s so great about this program. You 
can fit it in at any time, and financially, 
it was extremely affordable. The staff 
will walk you through the steps you 
need to take,” Atwood said. “I saw an 
80-year-old man graduate. If he can do 
it, and I can do it, anyone can do it,” 
he said.

Jennifer Martinez plans to graduate with her 
classmates this month despite taking a non-traditional 
route to earning her Lawrence High School diploma. 
Martinez says that as an underclassman she wasn’t 
interested in school and missed a lot of classes. As a 
result of spotty attendance, she found herself more than 
16 semester credits short at the start of her senior year.

“High school really wasn’t for 
me. I couldn’t finish all of those 
credits and graduate on time,” 
Martinez said. “I had heard about 
the Lawrence Diploma-Completion 
Program. My counselor recommended 
it to me,” Martinez said. 

She enrolled in the LDCP at USD 
497’s Centennial Adult Education 
Center in August of 2014. “I was 
pregnant at the time, so I set a 
goal to graduate before my baby 
was born,” Martinez said. She 
earned her diploma in February; 
her son was born in March. 

“My parents didn’t go to school 
beyond sixth grade, so this is 
new for my family,” she said. 
“They are very proud of me.”

Students in the LDCP complete 
coursework online. “I liked that 

you can work at your own pace, 
and if you have questions, you can 
ask a teacher and work with them 
one-on-one,” Martinez said.

Working at McDonald’s during 
high school, Martinez says that she 
is investigating enrolling in Johnson 
County Community College with a 
goal of eventually transferring to the 
University of Kansas. “I’d like to be a 
psychologist, so I might start working 
toward becoming a social worker, and 
then finish the education I need to 
become a therapist someday,” she said.

The LDCP is open August-June 
and serves individuals age 18 or older 
seeking to earn their high school 
diploma. The program reserves a few 
spots each year for local high school 
students like Martinez. Contact 785-
330-4803 for more information.
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Goal Spotlight on Equity: Kennedy Elementary
With more than three-quarters of 

its certified and classified staff having 
completed the district’s Beyond 
Diversity training, Kennedy Elementary 
continues to integrate the use of equity 
tools in its daily practice and deepen 
staff knowledge and skills through 
monthly professional development. 
This year, staff began introducing the 
tools to students. They report students 
are now discussing issues of equity with 
their peers and in the classroom, such 
as an activity illustrating that students 
sitting closest to the wastebasket have 
an advantage that students seated in 
the back row don’t have in trying to 
make a basket with a wad of paper. 

Kennedy has created Buddy Rooms 
and a Diversity Club for grades 4 and 
5. Its students took a field trip to the 
Brown vs. Board of Education National 
Historic Site in Topeka to learn about 

the landmark desegregation case. 
The student council led gallery 
walks, during which students 
examined materials, such as 
posters, for negative stereotypes, 
not unlike how their teachers are 
reviewing curricular materials.

Fifth grade teachers Cara 
McNorton and Patrick Wedel, 
recipients of the district’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. Champion of Equity 
Award in January, have involved 
their students in researching colleges 
and riding The Jo to become the 
youngest classes to visit Johnson 
County Community College. They 
developed a Kennedy alumni 
group and meet regularly with 
students who have “graduated” 
from their school to discuss goal 
setting, practice team building 
skills and to cultivate mentors for 

younger students and alumni. 
“Kennedy has found that our racial 

equity journey for staff and students 
has become the foundation for our 
work toward our excellence goal and 

engaging our school community,” 
said Cris Anderson, principal. 

Since 2009, Lawrence Public Schools 
has hosted 1,144 staff and community 
members in Beyond Diversity training.

Fifth grade teacher Cara McNorton visits with Kennedy alumni.
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SCHOOL BOND CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Thanks to USD 497 voter approval 
on April 2, 2013, of a $92.5 million 
bond issue, Lawrence Public Schools 
continue to work to improve facilities, 
enhance technology and expand 
career and technical educational 
opportunities for students. Bond 
projects at each school, as of early 
May, are in various stages of design 
development, construction and 
completion, as follows:

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

BROKEN ARROW, PRAIRIE PARK, 

SCHWEGLER AND SUNFLOWER 
(Completion Target: Aug. 2016) 
Designed and construction documents 
90% complete. Board approval of 
construction bids planned for Nov.

CORDLEY (Completion Target: July 
2015) Project on schedule and within 
budget. Interior finishing (paint, 
flooring, elevator installation) in 
progress with site work (final grading, 
landscaping, pavement, playground) 
continuing into Aug.

DEERFIELD (Completion Target: 
Aug. 2016) Bid in Feb., refining design 
components to gain efficiencies and 
reduce costs without changing planned 
scope of work. Board approval of 
construction bids by Dec. 2015 with 
construction to begin in Jan. 2016.

HILLCREST (Completion Target: 
Aug. 2015) Staff and students moved 
into seven new classrooms, art 

and music rooms, gymnasium and 
administrative offices with safe entry 
in late March. Remodeling continues 
on south wing old classrooms, current 
gymnasium/cafeteria, kitchen, as well 
as construction of new library.

KENNEDY (Completion Target: Jan. 
2016) Construction of new west 
addition (classrooms and office 
area with secure entry) and interior 
finishing in progress. New drive and 
parking area completed. Remodeling 
of existing classrooms and enclosing 
interior courtyard to begin in late May 
with site work continuing through Dec.

 
LANGSTON HUGHES (Completed 
within budget: March 2015) Includes 
new interior finishes, safe entry, 
parking and site improvements, new 
office and health clinic, four new 
classrooms, including two storm 
shelters, learning pockets and cafeteria 
improvements. 

NEW YORK (Completion Target: 
Aug. 2015) Construction complete on 
main hallway learning pockets, new 
northeast classrooms and kitchen/
cafeteria. South kindergarten classroom 
addition nearing completion (interior 
finishes in progress). Remodeling old 
north wing classrooms in late May with 
site work continuing into Aug.

PINCKNEY (Completion Target: Dec. 
2016) Designed and construction 
documents 90% complete. Board 

approval of construction bids planned 
for Nov. 2015. Students moving to East 
Heights from Jan. - May 2016 (could 
extend into fall of 2016).

QUAIL RUN (Completion Target: Aug. 
2015) Construction of new classroom 
addition in progress and on schedule. 
Interior renovations, metal roof 
replacement and installation of new 
heating and cooling system in May-
Aug. 

SUNSET HILL (Completion Target: 
June 2016) New parking lot and 
gymnasium on south side in progress. 
Remodeling of current classrooms 
begins in late May. Addition of 9th 
Street turn lane begins in June/July. 
Students moving to East Heights 
from Aug. – Dec., 2015. Plan to move 
into administrative offices, southeast, 
southwest and northeast wings in Dec. 
2015 and northwest wing in June 2016.

WOODLAWN (Completion 
Target: Aug. 2015) Board approved 
construction bids in Feb. Construction 
site work to begin in May with interior 
work to begin by June.

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

LIBERTY MEMORIAL CENTRAL, 

SOUTH, SOUTHWEST AND WEST 
(Completion Target: Aug. 2015) 
Nearing completion of all electrical, 
plumbing and minor interior 
remodeling projects. Larger interior 

construction/remodeling projects will 
occur in spring/summer, including new 
safe entries, minor office remodels and 
other interior building improvements.

HIGH SCHOOLS

LAWRENCE COLLEGE & CAREER 

CENTER (Completion Target: Aug. 
2015) Board approved finishing 
all 30,000 sq. ft. to accommodate 
additional educational programs. 
Building enclosed with interior 
finishing in progress. Site work 
continuing into Aug.

FREE STATE HIGH (Completion 
Target: Aug. 2015) New northeast 
office addition nearing completion 
with planned move and remodeling 
of current offices into classrooms and 
renovation of existing classrooms 
beginning in May. Addition of exit turn 
lanes begins in June.

LAWRENCE HIGH (Completion 
Target: Aug. 2016) Bid in April, 
refining design components to gain 
efficiencies and reduce costs without 
changing planned scope of work. 
Early construction package, including 
improvements to fire alarm, intercom, 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, 
new classroom doors and parking lot 
improvements begins in May. Board 
approval of the remainder of the 
project by Nov. 2015, including the 
addition of black box theater, new safe 
entry and cafeteria expansion.

Hillcrest Elementary new corridor, Lawrence College and Career Center, New York Elementary learning 

pockets and Free State High northeast office addition.
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FREE meals served to ALL youth between the ages of 1-18 Monday-Friday with no registration. 

An adult must accompany children younger than age 4. Adult breakfast: $2.15 and lunch: $3.45.

Breakfast and Lunch Sites: Pinckney and Prairie Park Elementary Schools and South 

Middle School: June 1 - July 24, excluding July 3, 7:30 - 8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Lunch Only Sites: Broken Arrow Park, East Lawrence Recreation Center, 

Lawrence Public Library Plaza and South Park Gazebo (east side of 

Massachusetts): June 1 - August 7, excluding July 3, Noon - 1:00 p.m.

Contact Douglas County- K-State Research and Extension, 785-843-7058, for more information.

Congratulations, 2015 Graduates!
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Points of Pride
Lawrence Public Schools celebrate numerous success stories throughout the school year. They are revealed in classrooms 

and co- and extra-curricular activities every day, as students, educators and support staff go about teaching and 
learning. Here is a small sampling of some of the district’s “points of pride” in March, April and early May.

Free State High (FSHS) senior Sophie 
Westbrook advanced to the final round 
of the 2015 U.S. Presidential Scholars 
competition. 

Joo-Young Lee, LHS, and Sophie 
Westbrook and Jake Ziegler, FSHS, won 
$2,500 National Merit scholarships. 

Two teams from Liberty Memorial 
Central Middle School (LMCMS) placed 
first and second in the junior group 
documentary category at the Kansas 
State History Day competition in April. 
Zoe Wohlford, Jodi Gore and Olivia 
Rothrock, first place, and Helena All and 
Zuzu Melchor, second place, qualified for 
National History Day.

FSHS’s student newspaper, The Free 
Press, tied for first place for the 2015 
Ron Clemons Award for Editorial 
Leadership at the Journalism Educators of 
Metropolitan Kansas City awards in April. 

Tailyn Mellema, Lawrence Virtual School 
(LVS) eighth-grader, won first place in 
the K12 Central Region Spelling Bee to 
advance to the K12 International Spelling 
Bee.

LHS sophomore Natalie Cote’ won the 
Informative Speaking event at the State 
Speech and Drama Championships. 

Two LHS student photographers, 
Kearston Mohney and Allie Fischer, were 
selected to take part in the Nelson Atkins 
Photo Scholars Program. 

FSHS’s Audra Nepstad, Erin Sherl, Amelia 
Carttar and Asayiel Alhejeri (level one); 
Natalie Adams-Menendez, Finn Dobbs, 
Sarah Mecham and Addie Wendel (level 

two); Edgar Baca, Christina Craig and 
Noah Christilles (level three) and Gabbie 
Gurerro (level four) placed in the Top 10 
in Kansas on the National French Exam. 
FSHS’s Sophie Westbrook placed first in 
Kansas, while Natalie Adams-Menendez, 
Finn Dobbs and Addie Wendel placed 
in the Top Ten nationally in Le Grand 
Concours.

FSHS students earned numerous honors 
at the Kansas State Scholastic Press 
Association. The 2014 Talon yearbook 
and the 2015 Free Press staffs received 6A 
All-Kansas awards and adviser Laurie L. 
Folsom received KSPA’s Ad Astra award.

LVS student teams earned the top two 
places in the eCybermission problem-
solving competition for the Kansas. Gabe 
Adams and Luke Ottman, eighth-graders, 
won first and advanced to regionals, 
while sixth-graders Madeline Tessmer, 
Jackie Tschohl and Mikayla Doughtery, 
placed second in Kansas.

The Kansas Association of Middle School 
Administrators recognized South Middle 
School with its High Performing School 
Award in May for successes in the areas of 
Responsive Culture and Relationships. 

LHS junior Zia Kelly, editor of The 
Budget, the student newspaper, will 
represent Kansas at the 2015 Al Neuharth 
Free Spirit and Journalism Conference.

FSHS student photographers Rachel Witt, 
Cierra Campbell, Nick Popiel, Christina 
Craig, Andrew Chavez and Kat LaFever 
placed in the 33rd Annual High School 
Shoot-Out Contest sponsored by a Texas 
A&M University-Commerce student 
organization.

FSHS’s Louder than a Bomb Slam Poetry 

Team competed in the Kansas City 

regional finals in March at the historic 

Gem Theater in downtown Kansas City.

New York 

Elementary’s 

Chess Club earned 

its first chess 

tournament trophy 

at the Prairie 

Park Elementary 

Tournament 

in March. The 

students are 

second-graders 

and completing 

their second year 

in chess club.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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LHS student photographer Kearston 
Mohney placed fourth at the Johnson 
County Community College 6th annual 
Competitive Technology competition.

Five LHS students, Lane Quick, Stefan 
Petrovic, Joaquin Dorado, Natalie 
Cote’ and Hayley Luna, and four FSHS 
students, Paige Lawrence, Solomon 
Cottrell, Parker Hopkins and Genevieve 
Prescher, qualified to compete in 
the National Speech and Debate 
Association’s Tournament in Dallas, 
Texas, this summer.

Named Lawrence Boys and Girls Club’s 
Youth of the Year, LHS senior Grace Barr 
competed among seven candidates for 
the state title in March in Topeka. 

The FSHS Boys’ Swimming and Diving 
Team captured third place at state, as well 
as winning many individual and team 
recognitions, including State Coach of 
the Year honors for Head Coach Annette 
McDonald.  

Southwest Middle School’s Model 
United Nations delegation won Best 
Authorship Speech in World Council III, 
Best Delegate in World Council III, Third 
and Second Best Middle School Delegates 
Overall, and Best Middle School 
Delegation Overall: Dane Reinsch, Aidin 
Manning, Omar Morales, Emily Guo, 
Claire Feddema and Spencer Yost-Wolff.

FSHS won several awards at Topeka 
Model United Nations, including Best 
High School Position Paper and second 
place for Best High School Delegation. 
Ting Ting Shi won Best High School 
delegate in her council. 

FSHS junior Linda Liu earned a perfect 
36 on her ACT.

LHS’s Kiana Hajiarbabi won the Girls’ 
State Chess Championship, qualifying 
her to represent Kansas at a national 
tournament of female state champions 
this summer.

LHS senior Kaustubh Nimkar won the 
the K-12 division of the Kansas Scholastic 
Chess Association State Championships, 
helping LHS to second place in 6A.  He 
will represent the state of Kansas at the 
Denker Tournament of High School 

Champions this summer. Quail Run’s 
Steven Duan finished as individual 
champion, while his school placed 
second in K-3. Southwest Middle School 
earned the first-place team trophy and 
West Middle School placed third, both 
in K-8.

The LHS girls’ and the FSHS boys’ 
bowling teams each won their respective 
Sunflower League Championships, 
placed at regionals and qualified for 
state. The LHS girls placed third, while 
the FSHS boys finished sixth at state.

Students from Pinckney, Kennedy, Quail 
Run and Deerfield participated in the 
Neosho County Community College 
Science Fair this year. Logan Classen-
Wilson, Quail Run, won second place 
in his division with an experiment on 
speed and fuel economy. All were invited 
to take their projects to the State Science 
Fair in Wichita.

The LHS boys’ basketball team finished 
runner-up at the State Championship, 
where LHS’s team, spirit squad, 
students, staff and fans won KSHSAA’s 
Sportsmanship Award.

West Middle School’s boys’ basketball 
team won the Warhawk Invitational 
championship and the City 
Championship. 

LHS students Mikhayla Sheeley, gold, 
and Katrina Poulsen and Isabel Rummell, 
silver, won medals in the National 
Etymology Exam. 

Peggy Salyer’s second grade class at 
Quail Run Elementary placed first in 
Douglas County and in Kansas and 12th 
nationally in the Sumdog mathematics 
competitions.

LHS’s Belle Groenhagen won first place 
in the “Discovering Kansas” Photography 
Competition held in celebration of the 
state’s 154th birthday. LHS’s Nina Friesen 
won second place.

FSHS senior AJ Zarnoweic earned a 
$1,000 scholarship from the Kansas 
Masonic Lodge for his essay on the topic 
of How Masonic Values Shaped the 
Formation of our Nation’s Republic.

Nine Lawrence High (LHS) students 

competed with seven projects at Kansas 

State History Day in April. Two students, 

Jesse Belt and Tori Mitchell, placed second 

to qualify for National History Day. The LHS 

delegation: Nicole Berkley, Bridget Casad, 

Tori Mitchell, Jesse Belt, Abby Hosek, Dorcas 

Thiam, Alexus Molina, Caroline Baloga and 

Kennedy Dold, pose for a photo.

These Free State and LHS students 

participated in the DECA State High 

School Competition: Briceson Junge, Chloe 

Riedemann and Edin Mehmedovic, FSHS; 

and Carson Drake, Emily Murphy, Julie 

White placed, Susan Frick, Julia Randolph, 

and Brittany Archer, LHS.

LHS’s Cultural Heritage Club visited South 

Middle School’s Students for Equity 

Excellence group to discuss issues involving 

race and ethnicity.

Lawrence Public Schools hosted its first 

International Youth Leadership Conference 

in March for 200 middle and high school 

students receiving English as a Second 

Language services. A Lawrence Schools 

Foundation Innovative Teaching Grant 

funded the program.

LHS Latino students attended the 

Latino Leadership Initiative at Emporia 

State University, while LMCMS students 

participated in KU’s March to College and 

SMS and FSHS AVID students toured Kansas 

State University. LHS English classes discussed 

poetry at KU’s Hall Center for the Humanities, 

while students from both high schools visited 

a KU Multicultural Education class.
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