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Southwest Middle School Hosts Career Exploration Day: 

 
Southwest students dressed for success on December 19, ready to meet pro-
fessionals in the Lawrence community. Parents, teachers, and friends of edu-
cation joined students for a day of career exploration hosted by Southwest 
guidance and staff. As Lawrence assistant city manager Diane Stoddard said, 
"We are leaders in local businesses and we help the community to grow."   
 
Throughout the day, Southwest students followed a résumé of sessions. All 
students logged on to Careercruising.com, the district’s resource for infor-
mation on careers, colleges, scholarships, and learning styles. After taking a 
learning style inventory, the entire school met in grade-level groups according 
to learning style. There students tried an activity featuring the visual, auditory, 
or kinesthetic learning type. 
 

Guest speakers from the community engaged Southwest students with inter-
active presentations on their career choice. These sessions gave adolescents 
time to explore, ask questions, and hear about career possibilities from the 
experts in each field. The overall atmosphere of the day was inspiring. Fred 
Quartlebaum spoke about perserverence in relation to his career in sports, 
noting that in basketball, "the practice is the learning, and the game is the 
test.”   
 

Each speaker session was arranged using data collected from student interest 
surveys; the morning session featured various career clusters such as engi-
neering, art and design, public works, entrepreneurship, law, technology, and 
more. 
 
The presentations were excellent and gave students a sense of how real-world 
employment comes from looking for opportunities and setting goals. Tad, the 
owner and creator of Tad’s Shaved Ice, had students brainstorm new flavors 
that might be chosen for this summer’s menu. He made it clear that being 
creative and ambitious is what kept him going: “when other people said it 
couldn’t be done, it just made me work harder." 
 

Thank you to all of the guests for inspiring our students who are beginning to 
look toward the future with career goals in mind. Southwest students, par-
ents, and staff appreciate having this opportunity to raise career awareness 
and engage the community. 

January Events: 

1/6—Classes Resume 

1/8—Boys BB@ Home  

 4:00 

1/9—Stuco Dance  6:30-8:30 

1/12—Boys BB @ South 

 3:30 

1/13—Boys BB @ Home 

 3:45 

1/15—Boys BB @ West  

 3:45 

1/19—No Classes 

1/20—Boys BB @ Home 

 3:45 

1/22—Boys BB @ Leaven-

 worth/Warren  3:30 

1/27—Boys BB @ Home 

 3:45 

1/29—Boys BB @ Home 

 4:00 

 

 



 

Yearbook News: 

Did you know that if you have photos of SW students involved in outside events or sports 

they can be submitted to the yearbook staff? 

Please send photos, information and inquiries to Pat Salvatore at prsalvat@usd497.org. 

Also, don't forget that you can pre-order a yearbook today for $32. Money can be given 

to Lisa Koppes in the office or to Pat Salvatore in room 710. 

 

7th & 8th Grade Track and Field News: 

Southwest Track and Field begins Monday, March 2, 2015. Students who plan to 

participate in Bulldog Track and Field need to prepare now so they will be ready for 

the season. 

 

Each track and field participant must have the following paperwork turned into the 

Southwest office before he/she is eligible to be on the track team: 

 

1. Doctor’s physical dated on or after May 1, 2014 along with the PPE form 

 signed by parent and athlete. 

2. Notarized medical/insurance form. 

3. Concussion form. 

4. Code of Conduct form. 

5. Participation form. 

 

All forms are available on the Southwest website and in the Southwest office. 

If the athlete has participated in other sports at Southwest this year, the forms should 

already be on file (including cheerleading, but not including 7th grade football, Park 

and Rec. basketball or volleyball). 


